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Practical Lectures 


ON THE 


USE OF THE OPHTHALMOSCOPE. 
By R. BRUDENELL CARTER, F.R.C.S., 


OPHTHALMIC SURGEON TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL; SURGEON TO THE 
ROYAL SOUTH LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, 


LECTURE II. 

GenTLEmeN,—In my first lecture I brought before you 
the steps by which you may soon attain proficiency in 
handling the ophthalmoscope, and I now proceed to con- 
sider the interpretation of the appearances that it reveals. 

It is important to commence your practice upon healthy 
eyes and normal conditions; and as the little instrument 
that I have described to you requires no dilatation of the 
pupil, you may use it upon all those with whom you are 
associated: upon your companions, upon the members of 
your families, and especially upon children, whose pupils, 
ceteris paribus, are generally more dilated than those of 
their elders. In this way you may learn to appreciate the 
great range of physiological variation in the aspects of the 
fundus oculi, and thus prepare yourselves both to recognise 
the existence of morbid change and to determine its seat 
and character. 

The appearances seen within the eye are determined by 
the relative position, and the relative transparency, of the 
structures that it contains. On account of their trans- 
parency, the media in front of the retina are invisible in 
their normal condition; and, excepting in very light eyes, 
the healtny choroid completely conceals the sclerotic. “The 
only structures visible under ordinary cirenmstances are the 
retina and optic nerve, with their vessels, and the choroid 
coat behind them. 

The interior of the sclerotic coat, when visible, presents 
a surface of almost shining whiteness, and with this the 
choroid is in uniform contact. The choroid consists mainly 
of a network of bloodvessels, the interstices of which are 
more or less ied by dark pigment, and it forms a 
ground of a bright red, dark red, or even chocolate colour, 
according to the depth and richness of its pigmentation. 
The sclerotic and the choroid are both perforated to permit 
the passage of the optic nerve into the eye; but the 
foramen in the sclerotic is closed by a firm fibrous mem- 
brane, the lamina cribrosa, which is pierced by numerous 
small openings for the nerve tubules. The c 
opening is rather larger than that in the sclerotic, and is a 
simple hole. The nerve fibres leave their sheaths at the 
lamina cribrosa, pass through the choroidal foramen in a 
single bundle, and bend over its to spread in all 
directions over the fundus, and to form the anterior, fibrous, 
or conducting layer of the retina. The other layers of the 
retina lie behind the fibrous layer, between it and the 
choroid, and the percipient layer, the layer of rods and cones, 
or Jacob’s membrane, is the deepest of all. 

The central roe he the retina enters the eye among the 
nerve bundles, di usually into two main branches, and 
then ramifies over the fundus in a widely branching arbor- 
escent manner, lying always in the fibrous layer of the 
retina. The capillaries and veins occupy the same posi- 
tion. 


Now if we for the t regard the choroid merely as an 
backgrov 


opaque, dull-red nd, and if we remember that ner- 
vous tissue is very highly translucent, and, in their layers, 
transparent, we shall almost be able to describe, without 
having seen them, the appearances that the optic nerve and 
retina must t. hen looking directly at the nerve, 
we shall be able to see down to the lamina cribrosa, and, in 
the centre of the nerve, where the separation of the fibres 
towards the margin leaves che lamina most exposed, we 
shall often see a sort of mottling or stippling, due to the 
eee By phere a adhe de ee 

tself nerve tubules whi openings. 
The nerve Dunes, after passing through the lamina, hae 
a ge — partly due to their cap cireulation, but 
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this is not sufficient to conceal even the finest branches of 
the central artery. It serves, however, to show by contrast 
the edge of the sclerotic foramen, which appears as a dis- 
tinct white line, lying between the proper nexve tissue and 
the margin of the somewhat larger opening in the choroid. 
Here, however, as the visible portion of the sclerotic is 
covered by a rather thick stratum of nerve fibres bending 
over it to into the retina, it does not exhibit the bright 
or glistening whiteness which is uliar to it when fully 
Next to this sclerotic boundary comes the cho- 
boundary, a sharply cut hole in the opaque choroid, its 
outline a little softened by being seen through the retinal 
fibres. The choroid at this point is often more richly pig- 
mented than elsewhere, so as to present next to the merve 
entrance a dark or black annulus or crescent. 

The optic nerve, then, at its point of entrance into the 
eye, or, as it is generally called, the optic dise, presents a 
—- circular outline, margined by the dark choroid. 

ithin thisdark margin is a faint or veiled white line, the 
edge of the sclerotic foramen. Within this is the annulus 
of nerve fibres—generally faintly roseate in colour; and 
within the annulus a whiter centre, showing more or less 
indication of the lamina cribrosa. From this whiter centre 
emerge the vessels, seen in bold relief against the disc, and 
less conspicuous, but still plainly visible, on the darker 
background of the surrounding choroid. The arteries are 
somewhat smailer and brighter than their accompanyin 
veins. Both ramify in the same arborescent manner, an 
can be traced over the choroid until their branches become 
too fine to be readily visible. 

The general appearances described above are subject to 
considerable variations within the limits of health. In the 
first place, the apparent colour of the optic dise is very much 
an effect of contrast; sothat a disc which would appear roseate 
against the scantily pigmented choroid of a fair person, 
would appear almost white if thrown up by a darker back- 
ground. In the next place, the arrangement of the nerve 
elements is often unsymmetrical. The vessels may emerge 
at one side instead of in the centre. The nerve fibres, 
instead of spreading out on every side in a gentle curve, 
like that of a convolvulus flower, may turn abruptly at right 
angles, and thus leave no central opening through which 
the lamina cribrosa may beseen. Or they may be massed 
together on one side of the disc, leaving the lamina exposed 
to view on the other. When there is no real want of 
symmetry, an apparent want may depend upon the nerve 
piercing the coats of the eyeball with unusual obliquity, or 
even upon its being seen obliquely by the spectator ; and in 
either way a portion of its margin may be obscured. Such 
variations, especially as they are almost always bilateral, 
are not calculated to perplex anyone who will think about 
what he sees. Upon those who will not do this, precepts 
are thrown away ; and they must be left to discover mare’s 
nests at their own good | ay ay 

many eyes, and, indeed, in most dark eyes, we see that 
the choroid, immediately around the disc, is veiled by the 
faintest opalescent film. This is the retina. Its degree of 
visibility depends mainly upon the darkness of the back- 
ground, and in light eyes it is often wholly invisible. It 
is most conspicuous immediately around the disc, because 
its fibrous layer is thicker in this situation than elsewhere. 

A little on the outer side of the optic disc, at a point 
nearly opposite the centre of the cornea, the retina pre- 
sents a depression, the yellow spot of Soemniering. This 
spot is the seat of the most acute vision, and here the 
superficial layers of the retina are wanting. The nerve 
fibres curve round the yellow spot, and the vessels follow a 
similar course. The thinness and increased transparency 
of the retina render the choroidal pigment more conspicuous 
here than elsewhere, and hence the yellow spot, as seen 
with the ophthalmoscope, always presents a darker colour 
than its immediate environment. 

The retinal veins on the optic disc sometimes present a 
visible pulsation ; and, where they do not do so, the venous 
pulse may be produced by slight pressure with the finger. 
A visible arterial pulse, on the contrary, is always a morbid 

momenon. Both veins and arteries, in their 
ches, and under good illumination, appear to be marked 
by a central white line, running in the direction of the 
vessel—a result of reflection from the most elevated portion 
of the cylinder. 
If we turn now to the consideration of the choroidal 
DD 
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which form the choroid are arranged in layers, in- 
creasing in fineness as they approach the anterior surface. 
The outermost layer, next the sclerotic, consists largely of 
the so-called vortices, or star-shaped grou of veins, each 
group meeting in a common centre. ous veins, ap- 
proaching such a centre, depart but little from " 
and are separated by interspaces about their own width, 
usually containing much pigment. In front of this layer is 
one of finer v , still arranged in a direction of general 
parallelism, or at most of very restricted arburescence, when 
contrasted with that of the vessels of the retina. In front 
of this finer layer is one com of capillaries too fine to 
be individually visible ; and in front of the capillaries there 
is a stratum of epithelial cells, each cell y containing 
noe granules. This epithelial layer lies immediately 
the retina, and is seen through it. We may easily 
use such a ing power as to from the cells a 
certain gran aspect. If the cells are loaded with pig- 
ment, they are rendered completely opaque, and we see 
nothing beyondthem. This may be regarded as the typical 
condition of the eyes of dark people, and it affords a uni- 
form dark or dull-red nd, on which the retinal 
vessels are seen to ramify, and which may be resolved by 
high magnifying powers into a finely granular surface. 








NOTES ON A 
CASE OF CHRONIC HYDROTHORAX. 


By JOHN DEWAR, L.R.C.P.E., &. 


A pescrrPTion of the following case may not be uninter- 
esting to the profession, as affording a good example of one 
of the rare forms of pleurisy. But it is not so much on 
account of its rarity, or even because of the different mode 
of treatment successfully adopted, that I wish to record it, 
as on account of its being a good illustration of what was 
long ago pointed out by Stoll, and inculcated in his Clinical 
Lectures by the late Professor Trousseau, but which, I fear, 
is not so prominently kept in view as the importance of the 
fact requires: namely, that latent pleurisies are very fre- 
quently manifestations of atubercular diathesis—expressi 
of a phthisical taint. So that the occurrence of an attack 
of latent pleurisy without any apparent exciting cause, and 
especially if, as in the present case, there be a family his- 
tory of consumption, should arouse the attention of the 
medical attendant, and excite his fears as to the ultimate 
issue of the case ; he will thus be induced to use every effort, 
by warning the patient against colds, and by using prophy- 
lactic treatment, to arrest the insidious onset of pulmonary 
consumption. I shall first record the case from my note- 
book, and then make a few remarks. 

Dec. 17th, 1868.—Mrs. B——, aged thirty-eight, a month 
ago was delivered of her fourth child, attended by a woman, 
and said to have had a rather difficult time—a dry labour, 
and “no great loss.” Patient did not get up ‘for three 





weeks after; but two or three days after she got about—or 


three days ago—she felt her breath begin to get short, and 
gradually getting worse, though up to the time of my visit 
she attempted to do her household duties. She now looks 
pale and anemic, with an anxious expression of counte- 
nance, and is evidently suffering from great dyspnea, which 
compels her to stop two or three times for breath during a 
sentence. Has no pain, cough, or expectoration. Never had 
any cough or shortness of breath before, nor, indeed, any- 
thing the matter with her, having been always “hearty.” 
Com of tightness over sternum going up to the left 

, but nothing amounting to pain. 132, and 
thready; skin cool; tongue clean; and bowels costive. 
Ordered to bed.—Physical signs : Very marked dulness over 
the whole left chest, front and back, reaching up to the 
clavicle, and not altered by position. No apparent enlarge- 
ment of left side, and no bulging of intercostal spaces. 
Dulness not abrupt at middle of sternum, but shades off. 
Inspiratory movements of left side defective. t side 
normal. On the left side the apex-beat canuot be felt any- 
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where, but is quite distinct just under the right nipple, 
with heart’s base towards mid-sternum,—giving one the 
idea of this being a case of transposition of o " 
auscultation, vesicular murmur is found to be entirely gone 
throughout the left side, front and back; and, my toe 8 
the sternum and in the intrascapular , where is 
tubular breathing, no sound whatever can be heard, healthy 
or morbid—not even egophony. Heart-sounds barely de- 
nase left . —". bat distinet and normal, 
weak, on right . Breathing slightly puerile on t 
side. To take ten grains of hydvchleate ammonia, with 
two grains of uicarbonate of ammonia, every four hours. 
18th.-—Physical signs unaltered ; lies on back. Slightest 
exertion increases the already severe dyspnwa. Pulse 135. 
To take twenty grains of the hydrochlorate, and ten grai 
of the sesquicarbonate every three hours; and calomel, with 
ieee jalap powder, to relieve bowels, which are con- 


19th.—Breathing a little easier. Has perspired freely. 
Pulse 120, and a little . Continue mixture, and weak 


brandy-and-water occasi ly. 
ly better, and vesicular under 








20th.—B: ing decided): 
clavicle; bronchial elsewhere. Heart sounds begin to be 
audible about the left breast, and ms felt, though 
not so distinct as on the right side. 120. Mixture as 
before. Rub chest with croton-oil liniment, and take 
strong beef-tea with the stimulant. 

21st.—Says she on Seeetin Sein, ne, Whe © eae 
breath. Vesicular oe — pe of left side ; 
apex beat at left breast. or at t 120. Least 
exertion puts her out of breath, which is easy when 
Feels very weak. To take bark and ammonia, with 
of nourishment. 

Patient continued to every day. It is worthy of 
note that there was no bulging either of the left chest as a 
whole, or of the intercostal spaces, h, judging from 
physical signs, theamountof serum must have been great. But 
this is easily understood when we remember that the bulging 

partly on paralysis of intercostal mage ee ay 

on serous effusion into ena cer meg and that is 
not likely to take place when the ion has been rapid (as 
itevidently was in this case), or when the pulmonary 
only is affected. Whatever the explanation, the occurrence 
is not unfrequent, especially in advanced life. The absence 
of wgophony is usual when the oe, compressed 
by the effusion. So, too, the increased ty of 
on the least exertion, as changing linen, be 
for by the heart being forced out of its 
large vessels being twisted, and 
enn aoneenal of patien stim’ 
weakness of pulse, an on t, was 
from the commencement: carbonate of ammonia 
brandy, with large doses of muriate of 
latter uced i i 
beyo n 
powder as a cat . 
would seem to have some effect on serous nembranes, for it 
has been found useful in some kinds of ascites; but whether 
all its good can be explained by its diaphoretic or diuretic 
action, or whether it has some ial power, is not clear; 
at all events it is deserving of further trial in similar 


cases. 
June 3rd, 1870.— Was called in to see patient to-day. 
Says she has been in perfect health since last illness, about 


ighteen months , up till March of the present year 
a she thinks canght cold. Since then has had a 
cough, and slight shortness of breath, which gets worse. 
Has no appetite; has night-sweats, and gets very thin. 

ion mixed slightly with pus. Duiness left 

clavicle, and respiration harsh and imperfect. Fin 
clubbed. Has lost four sisters under twenty-five years of 
age, from consumption. 

Great Wakering, Essex, July, 1870. 








A S8EMI-OFFICIAL account of the condition of the 
Prussian armies in France estimates the German effective 
strength (in France) at 600,000 men, of whom 250,000 are 
now before Paris. This 
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TREATMENT OF TYPHUS BY COLD 
BATHING. 


By O. DE WET. FEHRSEN, M.D. Evry. 


My son having come over from Aberdeen, I was induced 
to visit with him the military lazarettos, and see the nu- 
merous cases of typhus brought from the seat of war in 
France. Readers of Taz Lancer will, no doubt, be aware that 
the typhus now raging amongst the French and Prussian 
troops is the “typhus abdominalis” of the Germans—our 
“typhoid or intestinal fever,” a type of fever much milder 
than our “endemic Scotch or Irish petechial typhus,” less 
pronounced in its invasion, and much less contagious, 
although cases have occurred amongst hospital attendants 
which leave nodoubt of its contagious nature; the per- 
centage of these, however, is very trifling, as the admirable 


hospital arrangements, amongst which are the cavalry 
barracks extemporised into large wards, secure the utmost 
cleanliness, and no lack of fresh air. The fever cases are 
indiscriminately mixed with the wounded and those suffer- 
ing from dysentery, of whom there are several hundreds. 
On +heir arrival from the Rhine, the fever cases present a 
very formidable appearance, especially amongst the French 
prisoners, among whom, consequently, the largest per- 
centage of fatal cases occurs. the general break- 
down of the French commissariat, these poor wretches were 
half starved before their capture, and, on taking ill, were, 
depressed in mind and body, forwarded with hundreds of other 
sick and wounded, with but scanty attendance, to Dresden 
and other places in Prussia. Amongst these were some 
very serious cases of fever, offering a very fair tield for 
testing any particular line of treatment. This was accord- 
ingly , and the cold water system put to the test by 
the physicians who had volunteered their services in aid 
of the sick and wounded. I may mention en passant that 
the employment of cold baths in the treatment of typhus 
in the itkrankenhaus had been followed for the last 
three or four years. Few of the medical men had, however, 
the courage to try it in private practice, partly from the 
lack of water prevailing in the houses in Dresden, but 
chiefly from the difficulty of uading patients and 
their friends to consent to the trial of what appears such 
@ severe measure. In the Stadtkrankenhaus, however, 
the re for bathing are complete, and, with a 
large hospital attendance, as many as six baths a day to a 
single patient lead to no inconvenience. The practice 
carried on here is as follows:—As soon as possible after 
admission into the hospital, the temperature of the patient 
is ascertained—in women, from the axilla; in men, per 
rectum. If the thermometer shows 40° of Celsius or centi- 
grade, equal to 104 Fahr., he (or she) is put for fifteen 
minutes in a bath of 15° of Celsius (59° Fabr.) up to the neck; 
in cases of much headache or deliriom, an additional 
quantity of cold water is poured over the head, or cold com- 
presses applied. A measurement three-quarters of an hour 

af’ uniformly shows a fall of two or three d 
The cold bath is repeated during the first week, from four 
to six times a day, or as often as the temperature attains 
39°5°; experience having shown that the rapid cooling 
down of the are heat to a normal ae age 4 is a 
werful means of mitigating the ptoms, shortening 
the duration of the disease, ce finmeing an early con- 
valescence, besides obviating the necessity of onged 
bathing at a later period of the disease. The most striking 
benefits this cold bathing are—lst. That the 
delirium is generally either mild or easily subdued. 2nd. An 
earlier return of sleep. 3rd. A total nce of bed-sores. 
4th. A less prostrate state of the system when the patient 

leaves the h 
Women, g more manageable, bathe more willingly 
than men ; indeed, it seems to require no small amount of 
resolution to get into a bath of such a low temperature (in 
oy hele corns uk i ttle 
i ‘or a few utes, until, by a 

i bod ccustomed to 








— that the stratum of water in immediate contact 
ith the body must have uired a higher temperature 
from the evolution of the febrile heat. 

After the first bath the sick show less objection to its repe- 
tition ; indeed some ask for it, whilst others have been found 
at night stealthily to get into a bath in the absence of the 
nurse. I saw about 200 cases in different stages of the 
disease, mild and tractable, very unlike what one would 
meet in a hospital where a purely ici treatment was 
adhered to. 

Nothing contraindicates the use of the bath except a very 
feeble heart’s action, ¢ or. perforation of the 
bowels ; nor is a little bronchial affection looked upon as an 
obstacle in the course of bathing. The lightest food, with 
very little claret, is all that is given. Quinine is admi- 
nistered for the specific purpose of lowering the febrile 
heat: one gramme, equal to sixteen grains, in two divided 
doses in the evening; it is supposed that in this way its 
full febrifuge effect is obtained. I was told that two phy- 
sicians, who had had much experience in the famine typhus 
which raged in the Northern Prussian provinces some 
three years ago, had been called to the German head- 
quarters, and there ordered a number of the fever cases to 
be carried out of their beds, and put into the river Maas, 
with the happiest results. The statistics of the Stadt- 
krankenhaus, at the present time, contrasts most favour- 
ably with those of a few years ago, when the i 
averaged 11} per cent., as at present it does not exceed 
4 per cent. ; and I am assured by one of the physicians, in 
whose wards there is a large excess of typhus cases, that 
out of upwards of seventy-six cases, of whom nearly one- 
half were brought in from the railway station in the most 
deplorable state of prostration, he lost only two cases—a 
result which he never could have expected, or obtained by 
any other process of treatment. I have seen the cases 
myself and communicated with the attendants, and have 
no reason to suspect that any special hobby could have 
made any of these parties to state what was not also lately 
in accordance with the results realised ; indeed, cooking of 
reports or accounts would be simply impossible in the 
Stadtkrankenhaus and military lazarettos, unless “ae 
body becomes part and parcel of the deception. 
bathing in fever must always, I imagine, remain a tying 
affair in private practice; but the physician who w 
allow himself, through any difficulty or opposition on the 
part of relatives or friends, to be debarred or terrified from 
employing, in an urgent case of typhus, such a powerful 

as a cold bath, will certainly not study his own 
interest, and least that of his patient. The result of the 
first bath will not fail to remove ail subsequeut opposition 
to its repetition. The more timid of the practitioners here 
employ frequent cold sponging, or the application of cloths 
steeped in cold water over the chest and abdomen. 

It appears to me that, in spite of the wretched lowering 
or starving system which prevails so mach in Germany, the 
results of their cold bathing in fever contrast most favour- 
ably with our experience at home, and carry with them 
a strong recommendation to give the system a fair trial in 
our hospitals at home, even should we begin with a less 
trying temperature than that of 59° Fabr. I »m told by 
German physicians that they would not hesitate to emp 
cold baths in cases of genuine petechial typhus ; nor can 
see anything in their employment incompatible with our 
exhibition of wine or brandy. The baths might, in the first 
instance, have a pleasant and bearable temperature. 
might, as it has been shown they do im the ty 
type, modify and shorten the period of excitement and 
delirium, so as to exert a salutary influence on the 
subsequent prostration, and tendency to asthenic coma. 
The high temperature which prevails for several weeks 
in typhus and its allied types vitiates all the secre- 
tions, exhausts the nervous centres, thereby impairing 
the heart’s action, producing a drooping state of the 
vital powers, favourable to passive congestions, low in- 
flammations, and other serious complications. A remedy, 
therefore, that promises to the intensity and 
shorten the duration of this morbid heat, cannot fail mate- 
rially to influence the progress and termination of our 
petechial typhus. During a twenty years’ practice in the 
Cape Colony, I witn several epidemics of African 
typhoid remittent fever, for the treatment of which I 
would have been delighted had I had the courage or con- 
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fidence to employ such a powerful means as cold bathing 
for controlling a fever as formidable and fatal as the worst 
cases of typhoid I have witnessed in the Stadtkrankenhaus 
and military hospitals of Dresden. 

Dresden, November, 1870. 





A CASE OF 
IDIOPATHIC TETANUS TREATED BY 
CHLORAL HYDRATE. 
By GEORGE THOMSOY, M.B. 


J. S——, twenty years of age, came under my care on the 
27th September, after being treated for a week by another 
practitioner. I found him lying on his back, with slight 
opisthotonos, unable to open his mouth further than would 
admit a penny edgeways, the brows knit, corners of mouth 
slightly drawn up, and the abdominal muscles rigid and 
hard as a board. The bowels were constipated, having 
been once slightly opened after repeated doses of purga- 
tives. The urine was very scanty, and voided at long in- 
tervals. The pulse 96, and temperature 100° F. 

I ordered a draught containing thirty grains of chloral 
Pag with directions to administer beef-tea and brandy 

er he should awake, and follow by another similar 
draught. 

The patient slept two hours after the first draught, and 
six ater the second, when the opisthotonos was gone, and 
the patient could open his mouth to let in a pencil-case, 
and felt much better. Pulse 68, temperature 98°5° F. 

The thirty-grain doses were ordered to be continued, 
ans with beef-tea and brandy, whenever the patient 
awoke. 

Sept. 29th.—Patient feels much better, is hungry, and 
can open his mouth pretty well. Abdominal walls still very 
rigid. The treatment to be continued, and a purgative 
draught at night. 

.—Bowels have moved well, and urine is now coming 
—~ Pulse 60; temperature 98°5°F. Continue treat- 
ment. 


Oct. 2nd.—The ptoms seem now to have disappeared, 
the abdominal vale being relaxed, and bowels Socuien 
naturally. Discontinue the chloral draught. 

2nd.—About 2 a.m. the jaws came down suddenly on his 
tongue, and he complained of a feeling as if a cord were 
drawn up his back. Repeat the draught, with a purgative. 

The patient now improved steadily, twice having large 
and offensive stools with scybala after purgatives, until the 
12th October, when the chloral was again discontinued. I 
ought to mention that the drug gradually lost power, and 
was increased first to forty-five grain, and then to sixty- 
-_ doses, which last sometimes failed to produce sleep. 

he patient was now treated by quinine and good diet, and 
rapidly regained strength. He had, however, several very 
severe attacks of cramp in the muscles of the calf of the 
leg for some days after the discontinuance of the chloral. 

At the present date (Oct. 3lst) the patient is in perfect 
health. The effect of the chloral in giving comfort and re- 
lief from pain to the patient was very noticeable in this 
case, he frequently begging for his draught. From the 2ad 
to the 13th October, when he was getting sixty-grain 
draughts three or four times a day, his appetite continued 
good and improving, and his bowels latterly moved 
once or twice in the twenty-four hours. 

New Pitsligo, Oct. 31st, 1870. 





INTERMITTENT HAMATURIA. 
By W. B. KESTEVEN, F.R.C.S. 


ATTENTION having lately been called to the subject of 
paroxysmal hematuria, I have thought that the following 
case, which came under my notice some five-and-twenty 
years ago, in my dispensary practice, might be worth 
putting on record. 

A collector of rags and bones, about thirty years of age, 
of not very temperate habits, had suffered for some time 





from general malaise and weakness, with pain in the back 
and voiding of blood in his urine. His skin was of a sallow 
complexion, and he had rigors occasionally. My treatment 
failing to do him any , I asked the opinion of the late 
Dr. Humphrey Sandwith, who was then living in London, 
and was consulting physician to the Holloway and North 
Islington Dispensary. Looking to the intractability of the 
case, the existence of rigors, and the aspect of the patient, 
Dr. Sandwith was led to suspect the presence of malarious 
influence. We could get no clear Nistory ef ague, but 
quinine was administered with speedy benefit. This patient 
applied once or twice in subsequent years, with the same 
symptoms, and with the same result in the matter of 
treatment. I have long since lost sight of him. So far as 
I can remember, there was no enlargement of the spleen. 
This case came under my notice at a time when I was not 
fully im with the importance of microscopical in- 
vestigation in disease; the blood, therefore, was not ex- 
amined microscopically, but the presence of albumen was 
ascertained more than once. , 

The association of paroxysmal or intermittent h®mataria 
with ague, has, [ believe, been pointed out by several 
observers. I have here merely desired to add one more 
observation of the connerion, and the therapeutic indica- 
tion deduced therefrom. 

Lansdowne-place, Upper Holloway, Dec. 1870. 





Medical Societies. 
OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 


Wepnespay, Decemser 77x, 1870. 
Dr. Grarmy Hewrrt, PRresipENT, IN THE CHAIR. 


Tue following gentlemen were elected Fellows of the 
Society :—R. C. Appleton, M.R.C.S., Beverley; W. Chap- 
man Grigg, M.D.; Freeman Izod, M.R.C.S., Tottenham ; 
and W. Summerhayes, M.R.C.S., Ealing. 

A report on Dr. Hall Davis’s specimen of Extra-Uterine 
Fetation, exhibited at the November meeting, was read. 

Dr. Ltorp Roxerts, of Manchester, exhibited drawings of 
cases of Spina Bifida. 

Mr. J. T. Mrronett read a paper “Ona case of Extra- 
ordinarily Protracted Labour, of more than six days’ dura- 
tion, the consequence of the unrelieved impaction of an 
immense hydrocephalic head, necessitating craniotomy, 
which had been too long delayed.” The author gave a 
detailed account of the case, and of the very 
symptoms attending it. He then dwelt on the importance 
of early delivery in cases of impaction, and drew various 
conclusions as to the proper course to pursue in cases of 
this kind. The patient whose case was narrated made a 
good recovery. 

Dr. Barnes read a paper describing a new form of Suture 
to be used in cases of Cwsarean Section. It was intended 
not only to close the uterine wound, but to bring and k 
it in close apposition to the peritoneum. It was 
so that it might eventually be withdrawn per v 

Dr. Braxton Hicks ——s Dr. Barnes’s plan very in- 
genious, and that it would probably be found prefer- 
able to that of drawing out the sutures externally. He 
(Dr. Hicks), had been the first to recommend the plan, 
and also to put it into practice in a case described before 
the Society. Since that it had been advocated in France. 
So far as his case showed, it ap satisfactory; for 
although there was severe vomiting, the contents of the 
uterus were not extruded into the peritoneal cavity. 

A paper was read by Mr. Cuttinworrn of Manchester, 
on “A Case of Pelvic Cellulitis, noted with special reference 
to the Temperature.” This paper gave a full account of 
the case, and contained a carefully recorded thermometrical 
chart, constructed from observations taken during the pro- 
gress of the case. ] 

Dr. Witrsuire read a paper on “ A Case of Fibro-enchon- 
dromatous Tumour complicating Pregnancy.” The patient 
had a hard tumour, t the size of a pudding-basin, 
springing from the right ilium and parts adj and 

rojecting into the inal cavity. The f head 
being well below the tumour, Dr. Wiltshire decided to let 
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her pregnancy go to full term, when the patient was com- 
fortably delivered of a fine and apparently healthy child, 
by her natural efforts. The chief points of interest about 
the case, in addition to the complication of pregnancy by a 
tumour of such an unusual character, where the missing, 
for the first time in the patient’s life, of two catamenial 
nem immediately prior to conception, which might have 

to deplorable results had premature labour been in- 
duced on such data, end the fact that the mother was and 


had always been in perfect health. Her infant died at the 


age of seven weeks from congenital syphilis. The paper | 


contained a complete thermometric record of the case, 
which, Dr. Wiltshire stated, presented a type of the normal 
thermometrics of the puerperal state—the rise at the ad- 
vent of lactation, and its fall on the establishment of that 
process being well marked. Dr. Wiltshire, in some remarks 
on the pathology of enchondromata, suggested that if cysts 
were found in them, and it became necessary for obstetric 
reasons to puncture one or more, it would be well to use a 
canula of large bore, the contents of such cysts being thick 
and viscid. 

Dr. Martyn thought that a quick palse and high tem- 
perature setting in about the third day pointed rather to 
puerperal fever than to lactation, and that such a condi- 
tion depended mostly on offensive lochia. A turgid state of 
the mamme might cause some degree of fever, but when 
the temperature and pulse rise in the degree mentioned by 





Dr. Wixrsurkz, in reply, said that the child had inherited 
syphilis from his father. The exaltation of temperature 
on the third day was no doubt due to the establishment of 
lactation. [n reply to Dr. Routh he said that the tumour, 
not being uterine, but attached to the pelvic bones, could 
not be expected to undergo alteration. As the tumour did 
not extend into the lower pelvis, premature delivery was 
not called for. The mother had never shown the least 
symptom of bad health, and therefore could not be sup- 
posed to be the subject of syphilitic disease. He, however, 
assured Dr. Ballard that there could be no doubt of the 
child being affected with that disease, as it had mucous 
tubercles, shining spots, snuffles, &c. 





AYRSHIRE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tue annual meeting of the above Association was held in 
the Assembly-rooms here on Thursday last, the President 
(Dr. Haldane) in the chair. The minutes of previous meet- 
ings were read by the Secretary (Dr. Mason), and the 
financial statement submitted by Mr. Erskine showed the 
funds of the Association to be in a satisfactory condition. 
Thereafter, the election of office-bearers for the ensuing 
year was proceeded with, and the following gentlemen were 
unanimously appointed :—President: Dr. Haldane. Vice- 
Presidents: Dr. Paxton (Kilmarnock), Dr. Girvan (May- 


Dr. Wiltshire, it is due to contamination from offensive dis- | bole), Dr. Dobbie (Ayr Nommail. ‘ 
: ‘ - - - , Dr. yr). Members of Council: Drs. McLeod 
charges —_ ~— en See eee aes (Kilmarnock), Hamilton (Dalry), Wallace (Ardrossan), 
: - this t. He (Dr. M had. i cons | Campbell (Maybole), Blair, (Girvan), Robertson (Girvan), 
be prorat is result. He (Dr. Martyn) endeavoured | ajjan (Dalmellington), Lawrence (Cumnock), and Wilson 
to show, in a paper read at the last meeting, that the fever | (Ayr). Drs. Mason and Macdonald were reappointed joint 
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met with on the third day of childbed, so commonly called 
milk fever, is always associated with offensive lochia. 

Dr. Rovrs thought that Dr. Wiltshire had given an un- 
usual example of fibroid disease. He was anxious to know 
if the tumour had enlarged pari passu with the uterus. A 
uterine fibroid generally increased under the impetus of 
pregnancy, and after delivery again diminished in size, and 
sometimes became smaller than before. His own ex- 


month, miscarriages generally occurred, owing to the inter- 
ference of the tumour with the due development of the 
uterus. With regard to the non-presence of syphilis in the 
mother, although the child and father were affected, Dr. 
Routh believed that this woman might have had wterine, 
and so it had escaped observation. Indeed, this variety of 
syphilis was often overlooked, and even when observed the 
induration of the cervix was often called carcinomatous. 
The fact of her having secondary symptoms might be due 
to her strong health. It was well known that ilitic 
eruptions and other secondary symptoms often did not 
appear until the patient’s health deteriorated. He could 
endorse Dr. Martyn’s opinion that a pulse of 120 generally 
indicated incipient puerperal fever. He had often seen 
cases with great milk-fever one day, and when the secretion 
was established all the symptoms subsided, and the pulse 
fell to 80, or even lower; the lochia, carefully observed at 
the time, giving no indication of anything abnormal. 

Dr. Epis said he could endorse Dr. Wiltshire’s statement 
as regards the increase in the frequency of the pulse at the 
time the milk was distending the mamme. He noticed 
that an initia rigor, an acceleration of the pulse, and 
an increase in the temperature, were by no means in- 
frequent about the end of the second or commencement of 
the third day after parturition, not explained by any other 
complication, the pulse and temperature returning to 
their normal standard as soon as the secretion of milk was 
established. 


him that this did not occur if sixty hours were 

elapse before suckling was commenced. He asked what 
were the ptoms that indicated that the child was 
syphilitic? Dr. Wiltshire had mentioned some spots 
on the skin, and some snuffling; there were no symptoms 
of syphilis in the mother, and the child was not cured by 
mercury. He (Dr. Ballard) thought the i ions of in- 
fentiie.sogtets warn seth: seGne, He had been long 
searching for a specimen of infantile syphilis, but in vain. 





secretaries, and Dr. Erskine treasurer. 

The sxhject of the Medical Act Amendment Bill as pro- 
posed by ‘I'ne Lancer was then taken into consideration by 
the meeting. Dr. Macdonald criticised and explained the 
various clauses of the Bill, contrasting it favourably with 
the one of 1858. He thought that the clauses providing for 
the constitution of the General Medical Council, for the 


perience was that in such . ghont the thind or fous |" portal system of examining and licensing, and for the 


prosecution of non-qualified medical practitioners, were in 
accordance with the views of the majority of the profession, 
and conducive to the interests alike of them and the general 
public. He concluded by strongly urging the Association 
to be unanimous in the support of this Bill. Drs. Allan 
and Girvan also spoke in favour of it, but thought that, 
with regard to the clauses relating to prosecution, the pro- 
curators fiscal in the various districts should act as prose- 
cutors under the Act. After some further discussion the 
meeting unanimously agreed to support the Bill. 

Several interesting medical topics were then brought 
forward, principally relating to fever and surgical cases, 
and remarks on them made by most of those present. Dr. 
McLauchian (Ayr) was admitted a member of the Asso- 
ciation. After the customary vote of thanks to the chair- 
man, the meeting separated. 





A GOOD SUGGESTION. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sir,—Now that all the schools have been broken up for 
the Christmas holidays, and that juvenile parties and enter- 
tainments prevail as well as that scourge, scarlet fever, it 
occurs to me that it would be well for all heads cf schools 
to adopt the following regulation, and in some de 
thereby prevent the increase of the said epidemic, besides 
minor ones :— 

Let every child returning to school take a certificate of 
state of health from the family medical attendant; should 
the said certificate indicate that the child, or any member 
of the family, had been suffering from any contagious dis- 
ease, then the child should be subjected to a certain term 
of quarantine before being admitted into the school. 

course would, in all probability, check the repeated 
outbursts of epidemics which we medical men are con- 
stantly observing in schools and large families, and conse- 
quently confer a great benefit on society. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Tuomas Lawrence Reap, M.R.C.S.E. 
Petersham-terrace, Queen’s-gate, Det, 28th, 1870. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1870. 


THe year 1870 will be notorious for its illustrations of 
the art by which men’s lives are destroyed in a wholesale 
fashion. The blessed art by which lives are saved has had 
to be practised this year on a large scale in the battle-field ; 
and even those who have not been directly ministering to 
the sick and wounded have had their thoughts distracted 
and their hopes depressed by a tremendous erhibition on 
the part of two of the foremost nations of the world of the 
slight value that is set on human life. Members of the 
medical profession anxiously try to save individual lives, 
even the life of infants, and grieve when their efforts fail 
of success. But their anxiety for individual lives seems 
almost ridiculous in the light of that contempt of life which 
is exemplified in taking a million of men away from 
all their peaceful pursuits to maim and slay one another. 
Nevertheless we will go on in our care for individual lives, 
feeling assured that when men have forgotten, or become 
ashamed of, the art of war, the art of medicine will still 
survive and still be honoured as the divinest of all the arts. 
When the medical and surgical history of the Franco- 
Prussian war shall have been compiled, if it ever be, from 
official sources, we may perhaps learn something more 
‘than we have hitherto done of its aspect from a medical 
point of view. At present we are at a loss to perceive that 
much progress has been made in perfecting military sur- 
gery, and in averting the evils incident to armies in the 
field. There has been an enormous amount of writing on 
the subject of the campaign, but to very little purpose so 
far as military hygiene or army medical science is con. 
cerned. Of patient inquiry into facts, accuracy of ob- 
servation, and legitimate deduction, we have seen little or 
nothing. Details gathered together by different observers, 
who have made hurried visits to numerous hospitals, spread 
over a large tract of country, are almost worthless. The 
results of military surgery are, at the best of times, un- 
satisfactory; and there is no reason to suppose that those 
of the present war will prove less so. Pywmia, that scourge 
of civil hospitals, has proved terribly prevalent and fatal to 
the wounded in the war hospitals. From all we can learn, 
the buildings used for the treatment of the wounded, 
consisting, as they generally did, of private houses, schools, 
churches, and other big structures, have been of such a 
construction as to render efficient hygiene wellnigh im- 
practicable ; and defective ventilation, overcrowding, bad 
nursing, and insufficient food, have too often rendered the 
skill of the surgeon of no avail. Disinfectants and anti- 
septics have been largely employed, but Professor Listrr’s 
method has not been really practised. We ought not to 
wonder at this, perhaps; for its successful employment re- 
quires that strict attention be given to a multiplicity of 
minute details. Assuming the results obtained by dis- 
infectants to have been setisfactory on the whole, we are 





somewhat surprised that the use of solutions of chloride of 
zinc as an application to wounded surfaces has not been 
more frequently tried. The surgical staff of Middlesex 
Hospital speak in high terms of this agent, and its em- 
ployment does not entail a great amount of trouble. Picked 
oakum has been extensively utilised in the dressing of 
wounds, and with admirable results. There have been no 
epidemics of any importance in either the French or 
German armies. The Commissariat organisation for the 
latter has been wonderfuily good, the soldiers having had a 
field ration of a pound of meat, and a pound and a half of 
bread, with tobacco and wine when obtainable. Advantage 
has been taken of the high nutritive value of peas to com- 
bine the flour of these with pork, and by this means the 
German soldiers have had their rations supplemented by 
the issue of these substances in a compressed form, capable 
of being carried without difficulty by individual soldiers. 
An exceptionally dry and fair season, with a good supply 
of food, has done more for the invaders than any strict at- 
tention on their parts to the laws of sanitation. Small-pox 
and typhus prevailed somewhat extensively among both the 
French and Germans, especially among the former. Dysen- 
tery, diarrhwa, typhoid fever, and rheumatism have like- 
wise prevailed, especially in the forces before and inside 
Metz. Considering the privations of Bazarner’s army, and 
the limited supply of vegetables and fresh meat, it seems 
remarkable that scorbutic complaints were not more com- 
mon. We may expect that the sufferings of the besieged 
in Paris will be greater, supposing Trocnv to hold out so 
long as any supply of salt meat is forthcoming, unless 
stores of lime-juice and vegetables are available. It would 
seem, however, that he is preparing for the capitulation of 
Paris by entrenching near Mont Valérien, and laying in 
stores of provisions for the use of his army when he 
forms an entrenched camp there. It is now quite clear 
that the French were, from the very commencement, 
in a state of utter unpreparedness for the campaign. 
The Intendance broke down, and with it the organisation 
of the French army, for the Intendance was the back-bone 
and nutrient system of the army. The French medical 
service, which had proved so inadequate in the previous 
campaigns of Napotzon III., was in no wise reorganised 
before this war; and the consequence has been, what the 
oldest medical administrators prophesied, an utter break- 
down. That of the Germans was infinitely better, but those 
who have had the best means of judging do not by any 
means consider it so perfect as it might be, nor is the posi- 
tion or power of the medical officers what they should be. 
The German armies are officered by aristocrats, and there 
is no country on the earth where tradition and social 
rank exercise a more powerful influence than in Prussia. 
We have not been unmoved spectators of this great con- 
test that throws back the civilisation of the world. Our 
Government despatched some medical officers to the belli- 
gerent armies, but not until the French imperial power 
had been overcome and utterly undone by the catastrophe 
of Sedan. One of the main features of this war has been 
the extent of the assistance rendered to the armies by the 
neutral powers. Enormous amounts of money, stores, and 
provisions have been forwarded to the scene of warfare, 
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through the instrumentality of the Geneva Convention and 
the International Aid Societies. That a large amount of 
suffering has been relieved in this way no one can doubt; 
but it is also clear that some important modifications will 
have to be introduced before these Societies can discharge 
their functions effectively and without offence to the com- 
batants engaged. 

Notwithstanding various distractions from scientific 
work in passing events, we are disposed to hope that the 
year has not been an idle one either at home or abroad. 
We must decline any attempt to record scientific work 
in the region of the collateral sciences, and can only 
indicate the great points at which work has been done in 
physiology, as the great fundamental science of medicine, 
and in medicine and surgery proper. 

In the domain of Physiology—using the term in its 
widest extent—the most interesting subject that has at- 
tracted attention is that of Spontaneous Generation; the 
consideration of which constituted the address of Professor 
Huxzier to the British Association at Liverpool, whilst 
numerous experiments have been made upon it by Dr. 
Cuanuton Bastian. The researches of TrnpaLt on Haze 
and Dust appear, also, to have an important bearing upon 
it. Professor Huxuey, in his interesting address, stands 
forward as an opponent of the theory of spontaneous 
generation, except. in so far that, if it were “‘given him 
him to look beyond the abyss of geologically recorded time 
to the still more remote period when the earth was passing 
through physical and chemical conditions which it can no 
more see again than a man can recall his infancy, he should 
expect to be a witness of the evolution of living protoplasm 
from not living matter’; otherwise he holds that inor- 
ganic cannot form organic compounds except under the in- 
fluence of pre-existing protoplasm. Dr. Bastian, on the 
other hand, endeavours by numerous and carefully-con- 
ducted experiments to show that, under conditions that 
preclude the idea of the pre-existence of ova or living par- 
ticles of any kind, organisms of low type—such as bacteria, 
vibrios, and various simple fungi—may develop when their 
. chemical elements are brought into relation under other- 
wise favourable circumstances of light, heat, and moisture. 
Professor Tynpa..’s researches here come in, showing that, 
under all ordinary conditions, the atmosphere is charged 
with a fine dust clearly of an organic nature, since it is 
destroyed by a red heat, and which, as we do not yet know 
its precise relations to temperature, may possibly con- 
tain the germs of such organisms as have not been de- 
stroyed by the temperatures to which Dr. Basrtan’s in- 
fusions were subjected. The question will be settled when 
some inquirer obtains a living and growing organism from 
chemically pure oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, and carbon in 
the presence of water—a consummation from which we ap- 
pear to be sufficiently distant as yet. Dr. Canrenrer, in a 
lecture delivered before the Royal Institution, has embodied 
the results of the deep-sea explorations carried on in 1869 
by H.M. surveying vessel, Porcupine, in which most in- 
teresting information was obtained respecting the tem- 
perature of the sea and the distribution of animal life at 
its bottom, showing that the former varies to a much 
greater extent at different levels than has hitherto been 





supposed, whilst the amount of animal life and the number 
of species appear to vary, not, as was once inferred, with the 
depth, but with the temperature at the bottom. No impor- 
tant advances have been made in our knowledge of the 
blood, with the exception of Dr. Kixn’s observation that the 
white corpuscles multiply by division both in the triton and 
in man; their escape from the bloodvessels in inflammation, 
as described by Appison and Counnerm, has been corrobo- 
rated by various observers, the most recent being Dr. Caron 
Saviorri has observed the reverse process of absorption of 
pigment into a bloodvessel. Valuable papers have been 
contributed upon the mechanics of the circulation by Dr. 
Hegseet Daviss, Professor Haveuton, and Dr. Bucnanan; 
Professor Havenron considering the force of the left ven- 
tricle of the heart as equivalent to about ninety foot tons 
per diem, whilst Dr. Bucnanan, proceeding on different 
data, estimates it at about one-half thisamount. The sub- 
jects of Digestion and Absorption have received but little 
attention. Lxearos, Scumipr, Herre, and Kissetew have 
given more or less complete accounts of the structure of the 
Liver ; and it now appears certain that the finest ramifica- 
tions of the biliary ducts enter the lobules and run between 
the proper cells; the presence of a membrana propria hag 
not been demonstrated, and it seems not improbable that 
the walls are formed by the hepatic cells themselves, the 
opposed surfaces of two such cells having corresponding 
grooves, which together form a canal. The formation of 
urea in the liver, and the purely excretory function of the 
kidney, seem to be confirmed by the experiments of M. 
Grénant and Dr. Cron. The subjects of Respiration and 
of Animal Heat have been pursued by J. Minter, who 
has lately conducted an important series of investigations 
on the respiratory function under Lupwia’s superintendence 
at Leipzig; by Mr. Buaxz, who shows that the left side of 
the body is oftentimes, especially during exertion, hotter 
that the right; by Awprat, who has examined the tem- 
perature of infants; and by Horwarn, who demon- 
strates that any irritation of the sensory nerves causes a 
depression of the animal temperature. A considerable 
number of essays have been published on the structure of 
the Nervous System, both in regard to its central parts, as 
by Drs. Annpt, Broapsent, Srracuay, and others, and 
the peripheral terminations, as by Micuetson, Craccio, 
Granpey, Nervev, and many more. No great discovery, 
however, appears to have resulted. Some interesting 
researches have been made by Scuirr, showing that the 
nerve-centres undergo an increase of temperature when 
excited by sensory impressions; whilst Puace has examined 
the rapidity with which motor impulses are propagated, 
and shown that it is about at the rate of 53 metres in a 
second along the forearm—an estimate that differs from 
that of Hetauourz and Paxr (33°9 metres per second), but 
only owing to the circumstance that the portion of nerve 
irritated in M. Piacer’s experiment was more peripheral, 
and, as he demonstrates, through a portion of the nerve 
that propagates impressions more rapidly than that lying 
nearer to the centres. The minute anatomy of the Ear has 
been carefully investigated by Gourz and Rupinerr; andin 
Mr. Huuxe’s lectures at the College of Surgeons the most 
recent additions to our knowledge of the minute anatomy 
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of the tissues of the Eye will be found. In reference to 
Muscle, Hunsen’s observations on the structure of striated 
muscle are of interest, as corroborating views long ago 
entertained by Dr. Carrenter ; they, however, require con- 
firmation, and have been opposed by Kravusr. Vorr has 
contributed an interesting essay on the history of our pre- 
sent views respecting the Development of Muscular Force, 
in which he vigorously assails the position taken up by 
Lresre in his recently delivered lectures. A large number 
of works on Development have appeared during the past 
year. At University College in May, Professor Huxuer, 
in an address which we published in full, with his usual 
force raised an outery against the unpractical and bookish 
way in which physiology is taught, or at any rate learnt 
by students. A very lively controversy ensued between 
the Professor and Dr. Pavy, who took the Professor's re- 
marks as a reflection on the teachers of physiology. Good, 
however, will come of the controversy, and more attention 
will be given to this foundation-stone of medical knowledge. 

In the region of Medicine proper we scarcely know where 
to begin with our annual survey. Let us take first the 
great subject of Anesthesia. Dr. Rrcuarpson, the inde- 
fatigable labourer in this department—and who, by the 
way, must have discovered a score or two of anwsthetics,— 
made communications to the Medical Society and to the 
British Association on the production of anesthesia, Dr. 
RicHarpson aims at the discovery of an anwsthetic which 
shall destroy sensation for a very short time, and yet leave 
consciousness, will, and organic muscular power unaffected. 
This will indeed be a great discovery. It will give a curious 
direction to our attempts to differentiate mental qualities 
and the parts of the nervous centres in which they reside. 
Dr. Ricuarpson’s experiments, especially those with me- 
thylic ether, give proof that it is possible to remove pain 
without abolishing consciousness. 

Closely allied to the class of anesthetics, and yet curiously 
different from them, is the hydrate of chloral. We are glad 
to be able to say that the uses and action of this remark- 
able and valuable new medicine have received continuous 
and varied illustration in Tae Lancer during the whole 
year. Never, perhaps, was any new medicine experimented 
with more extensively and with less disappointment. It is 
true that the clinical use of it has shown that it does not 
possess the decided anesthetic properties which were at 
first attributed to it; though in the very first number of 
our last volume, on the 1st of January, a case is recorded in 
which a leg was amputated without any sign of suffering 
in a patient under the influence of seventy-five grains. 
But the dose here was large, and was followed by alarming 
coma, delirium, and prostration. The opinion of the ope- 
rator was against the use of chloral as an anesthetic. And 
this is the general result of clinical observation. It pro- 
cures continuous sleep, in moderate doses, at once more 
harmlessly and decidedly than perhaps any other substance. 
For this purpose it has been found useful in almost every 
disease, and in pure insomnia. It is quite certain, however, 
that we have yet to learn more about the action of this 
drug. One curious circumstance is that it does not act all 
at once. In a case within our knowledge one moderate 
dose would give two or three nights’ sleep. Other observers 





think they have discovered some depressing effects on the 
nervous system from its long continuance. But for occa- 
sional use, in cases where opium and other hypnotics are 
inadmissible, it is invaluable, and it fills us with hope that 
we have not seen the end of medicines of this kind. The case 
we have alluded to shows that we should not begin with too 
large doses. On the other hand, instances have been recorded 
in which larger doses have been given by mistake with 
no bad permanent effect, particularly one related in THE 
Lancet of Aug. 13th, in which no less than seven drachms 
are said to have been taken, with only the inconvenience of 
a temporary loss of power in the legs. The patient in this 
case was a singularly sleepless man, to whom chloral at first 
was a delightful remedy, till it began to lose its effect, and 
he came to take dose after dose in the dark, until on this 
occasion he took seven drachins. 

The use of Alcohol in health and disease is one of the 
most important questions that can engage the attention of 
our profession. Dr. Paaxzs and Count Crprran Wot- 
Lowrcz, M.D., assistant-surgeon of the Army medical staff, 
reported experiments on the effects of alcohol and on the 
effects of claret, in separate papers, to the Royal Society. 
These experiments, it is right to say, were made on one 
man, and he a man capable of health without the assist- 
ance of alcohol even in trying circumstances. Still, 
making all allowances, they were very valuable contribu- 
tions to a scientific view of this subject, and they went to 
show that little more than two ounces of alcohol produced 
undesirable effects—lessened the appetite, depressed the 
nervous system, and quickened the pulse. We ourselves, 
in our editorial columns, have directed attention to the 
prevalent doctrines of debility and its treatment. Dr. 
Wrrxs, in a letter in an early number of the last 
volume of Taz Lancer, delivered his views on alcoholic 
stimulation in disease; and in a later number some very 
pertinent remarks by Sir Wiitram Jenner on the use 
of stimulants in typhoid will be found. Mr. Gay, in his 
opening address as President of the Medical Society, ex- 
pressed his disapproval of the large administration of alco- 
holic stimulants in disease. We dwell upon this subject the ° 
rather for two reasons—first, its extreme importance ; and, 
secondly, because we have never lost sight of it, or held 
any extreme views. When it was the fashion to intoxicate 
pyrexial patients, we were not led away by it; and now 
that a most commendable care in regard to the practice is 
setting in, and physiologists and physicians are seeing 
their way to the advantage of well-defined quantities, we 
can only be gratified at the confirmation of views which 
have all along been expressed by us, and at the prospect in 
health and disease of a more careful use of alcohol. In 
the American war the issue of a spirit ration to the soldiers 
of McClellan’s army was discontinued, upon the advice of the 
medical officers, without any apparent injury to the men. We 
have recently remarked on the fact that not a ration of 
rum or spirit is served out to the German soldiers. They 
are performing their prodigies of victory and of endurance 
on simple, compact, nitrogenous food, and a bottle of light 
wine a day, containing an ounce and a half or two ounces 
of alcohol—the quantity which Dr. Parkes, "Wr. Awstre, and 
other observers, would agree in thinking the amount which 
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can be taken without producing more or less of narcotic 
effect. 

A bold experiment in the treatment of Pyrexia was made 
by Dr. Wiison Fox. It is well known that a very high 
temperature in acute rheumatism is apt to be followed by 
death in a few hours. Dr. Wipson Fox tried the effect of 
the cold and tepid bath in a case of acute rheumatism, on 
the view that, as it tended to reduce temperature in typhoid 
in the hands of Lizsermeisrer and others, so it might re- 
duce the fatal pyrexia in acute rheumatism. The experi- 
ment was so far successful that the temperature fell con- 
siderably after each bath, and the life of the patient 
seemed to be prolonged by it. She ultimately died, but the 
treatment was unfortunately complicated by a very copious 
bleeding. The record of this case will be found in Tux 
Lancet of July 2nd. In the month of April we noticed in 
the Deutsches Archiv fiir Klinische Medicin that Dr. Lupwie 
ScHRODER gave a good account of the use of cold baths in 
typhus, and their effects in the production of a marked 
diminution in the excretion of carbonic acid and urea, and 
probably, therefore, in diminishing or retarding the change 
of tissue. The physiology of pyrexia, so to speak, will have 
to be much more accurately defined before we arrive clearly 
at its proper treatment. Meantime it seems not impossible 
that a use of the cold bath may become a part of scientific 
practice. Six hours of the temperature of 109° is apparently 
fatal to life. A revolution appears imminent in our views of 
cooling medicines ; quinine and brandy threatening to take 
the place of salines or effervescing draughts, albeit in cases 
of moderate pyrexia we have yet to learn that the latter 
are not the best remedies. The successful treatment 
of seven or eight cases of hydatid tumours of the liver 
by electrolysis, is a new and promising novelty in prac- 
tice. The cases were treated by Dr. C. Hinton Facer 
and Mr. Durnam, on the suggestion, we believe, of Dr. 
Aursaus. ‘The facts were reported to the Medical and 
Chirurgical Society in November. Among other therapeu- 
tical work, we would specify Dr. Joun Haruezy’s farther 
researches into the action of conium. The successful use 
of nitrite of amyl in tetanus and in angina pectoris; of 
chloral in the same diseases ; of quinine in acute lumbago ; 
of chloride of ammonium iv suppurative hepatitis; of drachm 
doses of tincture of henbene, with a little sulphate of mag- 
nesia, three times a day, in orchitis ; of large doses of qui- 
nine in military surgery as a remedy in pywmia and 
septicamia, may be mentioned as illustrations of the fact 
that we are not yet likely to dispense with the use of 
medicines in medical pi We recorded in April a 
case of recovery from the bite of the cobra, treated by 
Dr. Suortr with suction, solution of potash, and brandy ; 
as also at different times several recoveries from tetanus, 
treated variously by chloral hydrate, nitrite of amyl, &c. 
Of medical work other than therapeutical, space would 
fail usto speak, We may but mention a few instances. Dr. 
Hermann Weper’s paper at the Pathologic=] Society “On 
tke Connexion between Caseous Deposits and Miliary 
Tuberculosis,’ though not convincing, is suggestive. 
Dr. W. H. Dicknyson reported to the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society the result of five post-mortem examina- 
tions of the nervous centres in diabetes. In all he found 
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degenerative changes, and these changes were limited to 
the nervous tissue in the vicinity of the small arteries. 

Surgery goes steadily on, progressing in refinement and 
in efficiency as it becomes more physiological. One very 
beantiful piece of surgical practice, for which we are in- 
debted originally to a French surgeon, M. Reverpry, has 
been most successfully introduced into England by Mr. 
Poi.ock, of St. George’s Hospital—skin-grafting, or the 
transplantation of very small pieces of skin to the surface 
of large ulcers. We gave an early account of the first case 
in which Mr. Potxocx tried this practice. He brought the 
subject under the notice of the Clinical Society. His suceess 
wes soon repeated in his own practice, and that of others. 
Thus we have to record a new resource in those troublesome 
and tedious cases of large ulcer, or of excessive loss of skin 
from burns, &c. Sir H. Tuompson, on May 10th, gave 
an account to the Royal Medico-Chirurgical Society of 184 
consecutive cases of lithotrity operated on within a recent 
period, accompanied with the statement of this principle— 
that, with very few exceptions, all stones of an ounce and up- 
ward were reserved for lithotomy ; all obviously below that 
were crushed. Not one case was refused operation, not one 
was left unfinished, and in no instance was an operation of 
lithotrity completed by lithotomy. The recoveries, reckoning 
every kind of casualty following the operation, were 93 per 
cent. A second operation, for recurrence of the stone, was 
performed for 13 of the 184 cases. We will not begrudge 
Sir Henry Tuompson his conclusion, that lithotrity is an 
eminently successful operation. Mr. Ericusen, in the de- 
bate which followed, attributed Sir Henry’s success to 
early diagnosis of stone, as well as to personal skill. 

Mr. Tuomas Kerrn, of Edinburgh, in THe Lancer of 
August the 20th, recorded his second series of fifty cases 
of Ovariotomy. Of the 100 cases now reported by Mr. 
Keir, 8] recovered. In the first 50, the mortality was 22 
per cent. ; in the last 50 it was only 16. We congratulate 
Mr. Kerru on such an addition to the credit of British sur- 
gery. He significantly says, the greater number of those 
who died were poor worn-out worhen, who came late in the 
disease. The mortality would probably have been much 
lower if there had been earlier operation in many of them. 


We remarked in the course of the year on some post-mortem 
observations, by M. Ouuier of Lyons, of great interest as 
to the reparative power of bones, after resection at the 
elbow-joint. In one case an inch of the ulna was repro- 


duced, together with a groove for the play of the ulnar 
nerve. 


The grand question of Hospitalism remains, after its 
hero, alas! has fallen. The “other part” of this question 
will be discussed in our next impression by Mr. Hoxares ; 
and we are glad that Tue Lancer contains the latest 
writings of Sir James Smrrson on this subject, and still 
more glad to know that it was his wish that our columns 
should be the medium by which his last words on this mo- 
mentous and favourite topic should be conveyed to the 
profession. 

Closely allied with the subject of hospitalism, in our 
minds, if not in fact, is the question of the Antiseptic use of 
Carbolic Acid. Professor Lister's views have received a 


great accession of support during the year 1870, whatever 
pp2 
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be the ultimate fate of the germ theory on which they rest. 
The letter of Professor Saxrorru, of Copenhagen, for- 
wariled to us for publication by Professor Lister in the 
end of August, is as striking a testimony to the power of 
this treatment as anything that Professor Lisrzr has 
written. All compound fractures, some of them severe ones, 
have been healed without the least suppuration in the 
fracture itself, and the consolidation did not take much 
longer time than in cases of simple fracture. No case of 
py#mia had occurred in Professor SaxrorPu’s wards after 
his return from Edinburgh ; and he ayers that the result is 
certainly due to the introduction of Professor Lisrrr’s 
treatment. Other favourable testimony from various quar- 
ters has been borne; while on the other hand it must be 
admitted that many surgeons report that they have not got 
such results from the antiseptic treatment, or that they 
have got similar résults without using the antiseptic means. 
Apropos of this question, we must allude to Professor 
Huxiezy’s opening address at the British Association, in 
which he argued strongly in favour of the biogenetic view 
of life, and alluded to Professor Lisrrr’s results, and to the 
researches of Dr. Burpon - SanpEerson on the intimate 
nature of contagium, as a part of his argument. Before 
leaving this question of the antiseptic treatment, we may 
say that a striking illustration of its power to prevent sup- 
puration in compound fracture reached as from a pupil 
of Professor Lisrzr’s, a medical missionary in Samoa, 
one of the islands of the South Sea. The carbolic acid was 


applied by two native assistants, Zerv and ArELe. 
Turning from the art of medicine briefly to notice the 


Character of Disease during the year, we have but an un- 
satisfactory account to give. It has been a year of most 
extensive epidemics, one or two of which have been very 
fatal. The opening of the year found the London poor 
extensively affected with relapsing fever. In the last two 
months of 1869 there were admitted to the Fever Hospital 
the unprecedented number of 472 (in November) and 511 
(in December). This disease, which seems to have abated 
in London in favour of still more serious epidemics, has 
appeared on a very extensive scale in other towns, especially 
in Liverpool and Glasgow, where it has mocked existing 
accommodation for enidemics. Though relapsing fever has 
prevailed chiefly amongst the poor, there has been a grow- 
ing tendency to doubt whether we are right in regarding it 
as simply caused by famine. Typhus too has prevailed to 
a considerable extent throughout the country. There has 
also been a good deal of typhoid during the year, occurring, 
according to its habit, with a peculiar localisation. One of 
the most remarkable of its outbreaks occurred during July 
and August in Islington. It has been almost crucially 
shown by Dr. Batxarp that it was propagated through the 
medium of the milk of a certain dairyman, who himself 
died of typhoid. In two other instances, particularly re- 
corded in our columns respectively by Dr. Beri of St. 
Andrews and Dr. Taynor of Penrith, milk was evidently 
the medium of the contagion of scarlet fever. Dr. Hestor 
of Birmingham also made a valuable contribution through 
our pages to the knowledge of the way in which scarlet 
fever is propagated by the laundry, notwithstanding 
the steeping of infected clothes in a tub containing 





Condy’s fluid, and boiling. The brightest spot we can see 
in connexion with the prevalence of epidemics amongst us, 
killing young life especially as they do, and disabling, 
if they do not kill, older persons, is the exacter definition 
of the means and media by which such diseases are propa- 
gated. All besides this is ungatisfactory. Legislation very 
slightly controls the distribution of them, and medicine 
only imperfectly controls the mortality from them. We 
want one session of Parliament devoted to the considera- 
tion of means for protecting the health of the people. 
And if nothing else were provided but a means for limiting, 
at the expense of the Staite, the spread of epidemics, we 
should have an achievement as humane as the abolition of 
slavery, or the Education Bill, and as glorious as any of the 
political measures which have made the reputation either 
of Mr. Guapsrons or of Mr. Disragxi. It is to be hoped 
that we have seen the worst development both of scarlatina 
and small-pox, but they have prevailed in a most lawless 
fashion throughout the land. About March the mortality 
from scarlatina fell, but only to rise again. For weeks 
during the middle of the year we became accustomed to a 
mortality per week of 200, or thereabouts; and even now it 
reaches about two-thirds of that number. It is still more 
lamentable to have to record a serious mortality from 
small-pox, and, of course, a prevalence of the disease much 
greater than its mortality. For two late weeks the mor- 
tality was sixty in the week. Not only is the Small-pox 
Hospital full, but the new hospital accommodation under 
the Asylums Board is all preoccupied, and a large number 
of the cases have to be treated in private houses, which ar- 
rangement, among the poor, implies a terrible extension of 
the disease. In Paris, now besieged by the hosts of Ger- 
many, the mortality from small-pox is reckoned to be three 
or four hundred a week. It should be noted, as a negative 
historical fact, that in Paris, in 1870, there is not a small- 
pox hospital. Cholera appeared in the course of the year in 
Persia, at Kiew, and other parts of South Russia. It broke 
out at St. Petersburg on the 17th of August. It was also re- 
ported as being at Havannah and at Cuba in September. 
In the course of the summer yellow fever broke ont in 
Spain. 

The Annual Report of the Medical Officer of the Privy 
Council shows that nothing is unconsidered, in his depart- 
ment, which affects this momentous question of epidemics, 
which seems to grow in seriousness with the growth of our 
great towns. The report embraces every kind of investiga- 
tion on whick a better sanitary condition of the people can 
be based, from the report by Dr. Bucnanan and Mr. Nerren 
Rapcutrre on the Construction of Midden-Closetsin various 
Northern Towns, to Dr. Burpo:.-Sanperson’s Inquiry into 
the Intimate Pathology of Contagium. Responsibility for the 
defects of our sanitary law must rest, not with the medical 
investigators, nor with medical men, but with the respon- 
sible statesmen of the country, who have not yet sufficiently 
realised the value of humen life, or the proper limitations 
of personal liberty in the matter of communicable diseases, 

The extensive prevalence of small-pox in London and 
other large towns is calculated to excite misgivings as to the 
efficiency of the Vaccination Act, or the way in which it is 
administered, It is especially to be doubted whether the 





870. 


———oos 


‘an see 
gst us, 
bling, 
inition 
propa- 
m very 
dicine 
We 
sidera- 
people. 
niting, 
ics, we 
tion of 
of the 
either 
hoped 
rlatina 
jawless 
rtality 
weeks 
i to a 
now it 
1 more 
, from 
» much 
 mor- 
all-pox 
under 
umber 
ich ar- 
sion of 
f Ger- 
2 three 
gative 
small- 
year in 
: broke 
ulso re- 
ember. 
out in 


» Privy 


respon- 
ciently 
tations 
iseases, 
on and 
sto the 
h it is 
ier the 


THE ANNUS MEDICUS 1870. 





(Dec. 31, 1870. 927 





reduction in the number of public vaccinators was wise, 
and whether sufficient encouragement has been given to 
revaccination, which is clearly only a lesser necessity than 
primary vaccination. M. Worms significantly said, at the 
Vaccina! Congress of Paris, that of 72 cases of variola in the 
Rothschild Hospital, not one of the patients had been revac- 
cinated. Some Boards of Guardians have been shamefully 
delinquent with regard to the application of the Vaccination 
Act. And the Privy Council, with no improper haste, has 
taken legal action for this delinquency against the guardians 
of the Hastings Union. Among other defects we may men- 
tion, too, the entire absence of any law providing for the 
registration of sickness, from which it happens that cases 
of epidemic disease of a deadly or serious nature often be- 
come greatly multiplied before the sanitary authorities of a 
town are aware of its existence. This evil has been strongly 
denounced this year, especially by Mr. Lewis. It has 
been brought under the notice of Mr. Goscuxn, and there 
is reason to hope that ere long we shall register sickness, 
at least of the zymotic order, with as much stringency as 
we register the occurrence of death. 

Epizootics have been as plentiful as epidemics. Foot- 
and-mouth disease, pleuro-pneumonia, and sheep-pox have 
all been amongst us. The first was lately said to be in 41 
counties of England, 4 of Wales, and 10 of Scotland. The 
rinderpest, too, has appeared in various parts of the Conti- 
nent, in the track of the German armies, and in America. 
Dr, Teorxe’s report to the Privy Council shows that the 
milk of animals affected with foet-and-mouth disease pro- 
duces injurious effects of a stomatitic order on those who 
drink it. 

The profession during the year has been much agitated 
with regard to the question of an Amendment of the 
Medical Act of 1858, which, indeed, had come into promi- 
nence in 1869, by a letter from Mr. Smion to Dr. Burrows, 
On the 2nd of February, 1870, Mr. Simon, by direction of 
the Lord President, wrote a letter to Dr. Pacer, the present 
President of the General Medical Council, intimating that 
the Lord President had given further and very careful at- 
tention to the laws relating to the medical profession, and 
was prepared to bring in a Bill to amend the Act, not 
merely in such minor respects as were indicated by the 
Draft Bill of the Council in the previous session, but in the 
larger sense of providing a single code of regulations com- 
mon to all examining boards, and substituting a more or 
less consolidated examining authority for the many sepa- 
rate examining boards now acting independently, and in 
great part competitively. The Lord President distinctly 
required that, if legislation was to be attempted, it should 
cover all the ground where amendment was called for. This 
able letter of Mr. Smon’s raised the hopes of the profes- 
sion. The Medical Council met on the 24th of February. 
At this meeting the Council passed an eminently character- 
istic resolution, agreeing to the formation of certain joint 
boards, but requiring “that the rights and privileges of 
the universities and corporations should be maintained as 
at present.” In those early wceks of the year we intimated 
our wish for one or more examining boards, perfectly inde- 
pendent of the Corporations. And we were supported in 
this view by an extensive public opinion in the profession, 





and by authorities like the late Professor Sym, end the 
late Professor Miter and others. Moreover, we demanded 
from the beginning, in common with nearly the whole pro- 
fession, a reconstitution of the General Medical Council, so 
as to make it smaller, more representative of the opinion 
of the profession, and more independent of the Corporations. 
Sir Jonn Gray forestalled the Government, and brought in 
a re of medical reform, recognising the unsatisfactory 
nature of the present examinations, and substituting 
another examination of an essentially clinical character, 
which all holders of diplomas from the various bodies were to 
pass before being entitled to register. Sir Jonn proposed to 
subject all candidates for public medical appointments to a 
competitive examination, and to reform the Medical Council 
by the simple but costly method of adding to it twelve re- 
presentatives of the profession. The Bill was not pressed 
after its introduction into the Housea In his speech, Sir 
Joun Gray reflected severely on the present examinations. 

The Government Bill for Amending the Medical Act was 
brought into the House of Lords on Friday, April 8th. Our 
readers are all so familiar with this measure, and with the 
defects of it, that we shall not try their patience by any 
detailed account of it. Suffice it to say that it entirely ig- 
nored the question of the Medical Council, and that the 
Examining Boards which it provided were to be made up 
by and out of the existing examining boards, and to be 
subject to the approval of the Privy Council. The Biil 
had only one good quality— subsequently removed by the 
withdrawal of the 18th Clause,—which involved the “ one 
portal” principle, and prevented any other qualification 
being granted until the one necessary examination had 
been passed. The withdrawal of this Clause, and the utter 
disregard of the feeling of the profession in the matter of 
the General Medical Council, united the profession against 
the Bill; and Mr. Forster at the end of the session with- 
drew it, saying that there was an extensive wish that the 
question of the Medical Council should be dealt with, and 
that at that period of the session there was no chance of 
dealing with it. The profession is much indebted to the 
members of the House of Commons for their interest in this 
question, and especially to the medical members, of whom 
Dr. Lusx should be named for his prompt notice of motion 
to throw out the Bill. 

Since then, we have published in Taz Lancer the Draft 
of a Medical Bill, which we have reason to believe expresses 
the best opinion of the profession on the subject, as well as 
a very extensive opinion. 

We forbear saying much about the Contagious Diseases 
Acts. A very violent opposition has been exerted against 
them in some quarters, notwithstanding that the evideave 
of those best qualified to judge of their effect has been very 
favourable. A Royal Commission has been appointed, and 
is at this time engaged in hearing evidence, and collating 
data on which to form a decision. Whether the opponents 
of the Acts have heard that the evidence so far tendered 
has been too favourable for their liking or not, we do not 
know; but they have, we believe, already put forward a 
protest against the constitution of the Commission. The 
Government, unwisely, we think, also promised a Select 
Committee to inguire into the subject of yaccination, 
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The appreciation of medical service is shown not only in 
the hard ordinary terms which regulate its remuneration, 
but in the reputation which accrues to men for unusual 
service, and sometimes in more material and tangible forms 
of honour. In our annual summary we have generally to 
record some great testimony to the merit of men for dis- 
tinguished services. This year is no exception. Lessons 
in honouring men often come to us from France. M. 
Amepée Larovr, honourably known in connexion with the 
French medical press and as the founder of the Association 
of the medical men of France for mutual assistanve, was, in 
the course of the year, elected a member of the Academy 
of Medicine. Old and present students of King’s College 
have assembled to promote a testimonial to Professor 
Partrivge. We know not what the consummation of this 
step may be, but Mr. Henry Len’s speech at the meeting 
was, in itself, the Mighest form of testimonial, and greatly 
creditable both to him and Professor Parrriper. The promo- 
ters of the Marshall Hall Memorial Fund met in the rooms of 
the Medico-Chirurgical Society on the 27th July. A sub- 
scription of £500 was announced, and it was resolved to 
give power to the Executive Committee, in conjunction with 
the Council of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, to devise 
means of founding a Marshall Hall Scholarship for the 
encouragement of physiological research. There is some 
reason to believe that the most meritorious men in the 
region of science do not receive the largest testimonials or 
the grandest memorials. This is the only explanation of 
the fact that the fund for a memorial to the illustrious 
Goopsrr, after three years, only reaches £600. The pro- 
moters modestly ask for only £200 more. GoopstR was, in 
some respects, the most original and gifted of later Profes- 
sors in that famous school, and the credit of Edinburgh men 
who knew the tall, devoted, absorbed, gifted anatomist, is at 
stake till the memorial is accomplished. Memorials of Prof. 
Syme and Sir James Y. Sumpson are making progress, and 
promise to be not unworthy of the fame of these “great 
ones gone.” A successful movement is on foot to express 
the respect of a generation or two of pupils for the genius 
and the character of Dr. SHarpxy. It is fit here to mention 
the erection in Glasgow of a statue to the late Professor 
Granam, and the progress, not too rapid, of a fund for 
honouring Farapay. 

The proceedings of the College of Physicians during the 
year call for some notice. The nominations to the Fellow- 
ship by the Council were larger in number than in former 
years, and conceived in a fair and liberal spirit, though we 
took occasion at the time to point out faults which essen- 
tially attach to this mode of election. Dr. Wessrer carried 
a motion for publishing annually the accounts of the College 
and a list of officers, Fellows, and Members. The College 
within late weeks has displayed its sense of the importance 
of the question of Medical Reform, by inviting the sister 
corporations to consider how a Conjoint Examining Board 
for England can be formed. 

The past year has seen some important novelties at the 
College of Surgeous, at which institution more rapid pro- 
gress has taken place than would have been believed 
possible a few years back. The first and most important 
reform was, that the Council in February yielded to Mr. 





Ericusen’s proposition to allow meetings of the Fellows 
and Members within the College walls ; and immediate ad- 
vantage of this was taken by the presentation of a requisi- 
tion, signed by nearly two hundred and fifty Fellows and 
Members in Londen and the provinces, calling for a meet- 
ing ‘‘ to discuss and consider the present position of the 
College with respect to probable legislation, and the forma- 
tion of a single examining board for each division of the 
United Kingdom.” The two meetings consequently held 
in March and April were fully reported at the time, and we 
need not, therefore, refer to them in detail at present. It 
will be sufficient to say that the “ one-portal system,” for 
which we have long contended, was affirmed. The Fellows 
and Members were, it proved, hardly prepared to take this 
examination entirely out of the hands of the existing cor- 
porations ; and, as a sort of compromise, it was eventually 
determined that the College of Surgeons was entitled to 
nominate the examiners in anatomy and surgery. A reso- 
lution affirming the right of the Fellows and Members to 
elect a representative in the General Medical Council was 
also carried; but subsequent events have shown that the 
members of the corporation are not prepared to subscribe 
in order legally to enforce their undoubted rights. Before 
leaving this subject, we may venture to take, for the first 
time, some credit to ourselves for the successful bringing 
about and carrying through of these meetings. It was no 
secret at the time, and the fact accounted for some of the 
petulance and opposition exhibited at the meetings and in 
the pages of our contemporaries, that, having given the pro- 
posal for meeting every help in our power, we resolved that 
steps should at once be taken to secure an influential 
meeting as soon as it could be legally called. The necessary 
preliminaries were taken by active members of the staff of 
Tue Lancet, the propositions were discussed and drawn up 
in our office, and the several speakers who so well supported 
them did so at our request. Tue Lancer would have failed 
in carrying out the tradition dating from the College 
meeting of 1831 had less been done. 

As regards the work of the individual Societies, we must 
content ourselves with the incidental notice involved in 
the allusion to different medical subjects discussed. A 
scheme for the amalgamation of the various Medical So- 
cieties, so as to constitute a great society, to be called the 
Royal Society of Medicine, after being apparertly assured, 
failed at the last. The credit or the blame of preventing 
this consolidation of the Medical Societies rests chiefly with 
Mr. Pacet, whose amendment at the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society was carried finally by a majority of 
only five. Many Fellows abstained from voting. Probably 
nothing but the personal influence of Mr. Pacer would 
have availed to arrest a movement so likely to have pro- 
moted the science of medicine and the social influence of 
the profession. The project to diminish the number of the 
existing Medical Schools of the Metropolis, and to unite 
them so as to form two or more large schools, has been very 
favourably received in many quarters, and, we believe, is 
about to be considered by the staff of one of the leading 
schools. 

During the past year considerable progress has been 
made in Poor-law Medical Reform. Mr. Goscuen has 
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issued a general order insisting upon permanence of ap- 
pointment in all cases except those in which the medical 
officer: do not reside within their districts. The session 
of Parliament was noted for the passing of the Super- 
annuation Bill, enabling the English boards of guardians 
to remove old medical officers, and give them compensation, 
Upon the occasion of passing this, the first Act of Parlia- 
ment by which any improvement has been effected in the 
medical service of the Poor Law for very many years, 
there was a debate which proved that the subject is now 
much better understood than formerly. Thanks to the 
Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association, there are now a 
number of independent members of Parliament who are 
able and ready to take up the question of Poor-law medical 
reform, and it is scarcely possible that another session will 
pass over without the accomplishment of some important 
changes. 

The Reform of the Out-patient Administration of our 
Pablic Hospitals has continued to receive attention. Some 
of the smaller evils which had been pointed out in the 
reports on this subject made in 1869 have been removed, 
and great improvements have been effected at the Royal 
Free, St. Bartholomew’s, and other hospitals; but the larger 
evils of the system of indiscriminate medical relief remain 
for the present unaltered. The attention of the profession 
has, however, been thoroughly aroused. A meeting of 
more than a hundred and fifty hospital physicians and sur- 
geons has been held, with Sir Wm. Fereusson in the chair; 
and the committee then appointed have published four 
elaborate reports, which are certain to lead to further dis- 
cussion and to eventual reform. 

The pecuniary terms upon which medical service should 
be tendered to the members of sick clubs, and the ethical 
duties of medical men to each other, have been discussed 
on various occasions in our columns. The general result 
of all discussion has been that five shillings per head per 
member is the reasonable rate of remuneration, allowance 
being made for the circumstances of each case; and that 
nothing but very peculiar circumstances would justify one 
medical man in taking clubs on terms that his medical 
neighbours, or the opinion of the profession, pronounced 
inadequate. It is gratifying to be able to add that there 
is a growing disposition on the part of sick clubs to reco- 
gnise the value of medical services. The letters of Dr. E. T. 
Tytxcors and Dr. J. H. Trzecorz have lucidly illustrated 
certain abuses of the sick-club system. 

Our Sanitary Commissioners have not been idle. Violent 
and repeated outbreaks of scarlet fever at Marlborough 
College suggeste 1 the propriety of making a general in- 
spection of the sanitary arrangements of our public schools. 
The proposal was most cordially received by nearly every 
head-master; and the labours of our Commissioners were 
only interrupted by the vacation and the pressure of other 
important matters. Reports were made upon Marlborough 
College, Christ’s Hospital, and Wellington College. At 
Marlborough great improvements have been effected in 
accordance with the suggestions made by our Commissioner. 
The dormitories throughout the College have been effec- 
tually ventilated, and the overcrowding greatly diminished. 
It is satisfactory to find that no case of preventab'e disease 
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has occurred in the College since the improvements were 
completed. The report on Christ’s Hospital proved that 
the health of the boys is not so good as is generally sup- 
posed, and that the air of town is not conducive to the 
highest physical development. But the admirable arrange- 
ments for the prevention of the spread of contagious dis- 
eases were worthy of remark, because they have proved 
that it is possible to prevent the spread of scarlet fever, 
even under circumstances of considerable difficulty. The 
subject is by no means exhausted. It is desirable that still 
further inquiries should be made, not only into the general 
sanitary arrangements which prevail, but their relation to 
the moral habits of the boys, with which they have a very 
close connexion. The question of sanitary education also 
needs notice. We therefore hope to resume the subject ia 
the course of the forthcoming year. 

The reform of Workhouse Hospitals has not occupied the 
same prominent position as in former years ; but the report 
on Marland Workhouse, Rochdale, proved that there is still 
need for vigilance. It is also satisfactory to observe that 
the publicity of our strictures was found to be more 
effectual than the reports of one of the best inspectors of 
the Poor-law Board, since they led to very strong ex- 
pressions of public opinion in the district, and to the 
erection of a new workhouse. 

In accordance with our previous practice, we have caused 
reports to be made as to the sanitary condition of towns 
which have been notorious for their unhealthiness. The 
veports on Liverpool, which have appeared in the later num- 
bers, have aroused the attention of the local authorities, 
and the appointment of Drs. Parkes ard SanpERson to re- 
port upon the statements we have made is a tribute to their 
importance. In making these reports, it should be clearly 
understood that we have no desire to enter into any com- 
petition with the inspectors of the Privy Council, the 
value of whose labours we have had occasion repeatedly 
to recognise during the past year. But it cannot be too 
often affirmed that, after all, publicity is the best censor, 
and that the strictures of a public journal, owing responsi- 
bilities to the profession and the public generally, are often 
more efficacious than those of an official origin. 

The question of Sewage Irrigation has assumed a new 
importance during the present year, Parliament having for 
the first time authorised a forcible purchase of land for ir- 
rigation purposes. Considerable ignorance prevails on this 
important subject; and, in the belief that the medical 
profession exercises a much more powerful influence on the 
formation of public opinion than is generally supposed, 
particularly on sanitary questions, we have undertaken a 
series of independent articles, with the view of determining 
whether the sewage can be thus utilised without danger to 
the public health. Two have already appeared, and the 
subject will be continued shortly. 

During the past year the competitive examination for 
the Medical Department of the British Army has been 
closed, owing to the economical policy of the present 
Government. The portal has, however, been reopened, and 
the next competitive examination in February promises to 
be a good one, from the number of applications that have 
been received from intending candidates. With regard to 
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the Indian Medical Service, it has been announced that the 
examinations will be discontinued for some time. This has 
been a source of great hardship to those who have been 


specially preparing themselves for that service. Officers of | 


both services in India have worked hard; and the inquiry 
into the causes of the epidemic cholera of that country has 
commenced in the right way by the systematic and ad- 
mirably conducted observations of Drs. CunnineHAM and 
Lewis. The grievance of the medical officers of the British 
service—and a most substantial grievance it is—is the want 
of promotion. Assistant-surgeons there are in abund- 
ance, with long service and signs of age in the shape 
of grey hairs. It is clear that something must be 
done, and we trust that the War Office will second the 
Director-General in any efforts that he may make for over- 
coming this source of just discontent. The direction in 
which it might be attempted, as it appears to us, would 
be—an earlier retirement for medical officers, the introduc- 
tion of a compulsory one for the inspectorial ranks, and the 
provision of employment for medical officers on half-pay, in 
any scheme that may be put forward for remodeling and 
enlarging our military forces as a whole. The militia force 
of this country, if incorporated with the regular army in 
some way, as we presume will be the case, might fairly pro- 
vide a number of posts for retired army surgeons and in- 
spectors, by which their technical information and expe- 
rience could be utilised with the greatest benefit to the 
country. There is every reason to hope that the country 
may ere long have a United Service Medical School for the 
education in common of members of the military and naval 
services alike—a measure we have long ago advocated. 

The Naval Medical Service is at its lowest ebb. There is 
a startling deficiency of candidates for vacant appoint- 

‘ments. Juniors and seniors are alike dissatisfied ; and it 
is high time that the Admiralty should repair its unjust 
and ill-advised treatment of this branch of the public 
service. 

We must not end our summary without noticing events 
of great promise for various schools of medicine, and for the 
profession at large. The opening of the new building of 
the University of London by Her Majesty in state in May 
was an event of no little moment. Her Majesty’s presence 
on the occasion was as fitting a tribute to the position and 
utility of the University as it was indicative of the desire 
of the Quen to encourage the progress of the science and 
education of the country. The remembrance of the QuzEn’s 
visit will confer an historical interest upon a University which 
began its useful career in the very year of her Majesty's 
accession to the throne. On Oct. 13th the Prince of Wats 
laid the foundation stone of the new Edinburgh Infirmary 
on the site of Heriot’s Hospital. This choice, so ably urged 
by the lamented Syme and Dr. AnprEw Woon, is a matter 
of congratulation to Edinburgh. We cannot wish better 
for the new Infirmary than that it may have a history worthy 
of the successor of the institution it supersedes. The Edin- 
burgh School has been the scene of much excitement in 
consequence of the claims of ladies to study medicine. 
They have not converted the medical students to their 
view, nor created a public opinion in their favour. The 
new University buildings in Glasgow were opened in 





November, reflecting great credit on the aspirations and 
liberality of Glasgow and on the taste of the architect. 

Various legal trials of great interest and importance have 
taken place during the year, particularly that touching the 
liability of the persons concerned in the death of the Welsh 
fasting girl; that of the infamous Marcarer Warers for 
baby-farming ; that of Griastone v. Troms in the Probate 
Court ; and that of Dr. Wrm1ams v. the Duke and Duchess 
of Somerser. 

The year 1870 will be remembered for its deaths. We 
are most perceptibly poorer in medical genius, and skill, 
and learning, on account of the deaths of the year. Sir 
James Y. Simpson, Mr. Syme, Dr. Jawes Corianp, and 
Sir James Cuark were men that have dictated medical 
doctrine to the world with rare authority. Mr. Srur’s age 
and previous illness had prepared the profession for the 
great loss it sustained by his death; although his cha- 
racteristic letters in our columns in the early part of the 
year almost made men forget that he was labouring under 
any infirmity. The mention of Sir James Srarrson’s illness 
preceded his death by about three weeks; but this was not 
long enough to save the public and the profession from a 
great shock when it was announced that the discoverer of 
the anwsthetic properties of chloroform, and the gifted, 
genial, great-headed, and hospitable Professor of Mid- 
wifery in Edinburgh was no more. The public were 
disconsolate ; the grief was European and American, nay, 
universal ; and Edinburgh mourned as it had not done since 
the death of Sir Watrer Scorr or Dr. Cuatmers. Amongst 
other deaths which we must notice were those of Dr. 
Tuomas Gzocrenay, of Dablin; Dr. MacLovexnnin; Mr. 
Witt Carsrow, of Hoddesden, Herts; Dr. ANDEEW 
Anprrson; Dr. Jonn Brianr; Mr. Srantey Peacock; 
Dr. Danrer McLacutan; Mr. W. J. Crement, M.P.; Dr. 
Aveustus Water, F.R.S.; Professor Mruirr, M.D.,F.B.S. ; 
Professor Marrutressen ; Mr. CaLtenper, of South Shields ; 
Sir C. Hoop; Mr. Nunneter; Mr. C. H. Moore; Mr. J. 
Bacot; Dr. Cuowne; Dr. Uvepate West; Mr. Francis 
Taytor; Mr. CLenpon; Mr. Cuarman, of Hounslow; and 
others. Some of these men reflected honour on our pro- 
fession by research and discovery in chemistry ; some by 
similar work in physiology; some by medical learning; 
some by literary culture; and some by the devotion and 
unselfishness with which they did the toilsome duties of 
general practice. But all were worthy. The death of 
Professor VON GRAEFE was premature and most unfortunate 
for ophthalmic science and art, of which he was the easy 
chief. 

We naturally postpone speaking of ourselves to the 
last. And we will not now say much on the subject. 
There is no department of a medical journal more im- 
portant than that which is concerned in the diffusion, to 
thousands of readers, of the experience gathered in the 
metropolitan and provincial hospitals. We are glad to 
think that our “ Mirror” fulfils the objects indicated by its 
name, and reflects with clearness the valuable stores which 
lie in the various institutions which are devoted no less to 
the teaching of medical science than to the relief of afflicted 
humanity. Year by year we have been endeavouring to 
make our reports more varied, more condensed, more full 
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of practical hints for the advantage of those to whom dis- 
tance or occupation will not permit even an occasional 
visit to a hospital. There is no one, probably, who does 
not feel, when he walks through the wards of some public 
institution after a somewhat long absence, how much he 
learned by even one visit, and how gladly he would return 
more frequently to glean suggestions for the management 
of disease, and so fill a gap in his experience which is ever 
and anon asserting itself. In our “ Mirror” we strive to 
bring before the reader pictures of disease as it presents 
itself in hospital practice, and to pick up and reproduce 
those suggestive comments which fall from the lips of the 
physician or surgeon as he makes the round of the wards 
with his class. In the past year we have thus accumulated, 
from week to week, a vast store of these clinical remarks, 
which are no less valuable as hints in practice than they 
are interesting from the unstudied and spontaneous man- 
ner in which they have emanated from distinguished 
teachers. 

We have many cares as medical journalists. The profession 
looks to us with a confidence that was never more extensive 
nor more deep than it is to-day. But this only enhances our 
sense of responsibility, and our desire to merit the confi- 
dence with which every question in medicine is referred to 
us, whether in the region of science or of ethics. Nothing 
that is medizal is foreign to our care; nothing touching 
the interest, the honour, or the efficiency of medical men 
is uninteresting to us; and nothing that has a look of rea- 
sonableness or of truth is excluded from our pages. In con- 
firmation of this we may confidently refer to the list of our 
correspondents, and to the names of the writers of original 
articles during the past year. It is no easy matter to seize 
scientific truth at its practical point, and show its bearing 
on the urgencies of daily practice; it is no easy matter to 
decide between members of an honourable profession, when 
the spirit of selfishness, of rivalry, or of jealousy displays 
itself; it is no easy matter to combine a proper regard for 
the interest of the profession with a proper respect for the 
higher interest of the public. But these are our duties. 
And if we are conscious of many shortcomings in the way 
in which we discharge them, we ere equally conscious of a 
most respectful and liberal construction of all we say. The 
profession cannot honour us more than it does. We are on 
the eve of some changes. Our wish is that they should be 
honourable and beneficial changes. They are urgently 
needed. There is a risk of the scientific and professional 
spirit failing. amongst us if something is not done more 
stringently to secure the high training of medical men, and 
shut the doors of the profession against unworthy entrants. 
Let us hope that the year 1871 will find the Government 
and the profession united in an effort to elevate the edu- 
cation of the profession, and to perfect the means by which 
that education is tested. 








Tne medical staff of St. Thomas's Hospital have com- 
municated to the Committee of Governors their desire to 
present an organ, of the value of 200 guineas, for the 
chapel of the new hospital, in recognition of the considera- 
tion which has been shown for the convenience of the 
medical staff in the arrangements of the new medical 
schools, 





MR. AYRTON AND THE NEW UNIVERSITY OF 
LONDON. 


Ir all we hear is true, and we have it on the best autho- 
rity, Mr. Ayrton is trying to display certain economical 
vagaries in reference to the furnishing of the new building 
of the University of London, and is pursuing towards it a 
course which is as unfair as it is niggard. Certain portions 
of the building are undoubtedly unfit at present to undergo 
the ornamentation intended ; but other parts, and particu- 
larly those which are required for carrying on the official 
business of the University, still remain without the neces- 
sary furniture and conveniences, and the Chief Commis- 
sioner exhibits the greatest reluctance to permit the 
deficiency to be supplied, and with the veriest ill-grace. 
For instance, whilst the Senate-room has been furnished 
with anything but gorgeous or expensive curtains, the ad- 
joining rooms remain curtainless; and, on it being pointed 
out that these rooms should be certainly furnished en swite, 
the answer of Mr. Ayrton was that, in order to secure that 
object, the curtains already up might as well be taken down. 
Again, the simple question of supplying a carpet to the 
common room of the University, in which the meetings of 
the Committee of Convocation and the like are held, gave 
rise to a marvellous display of red-tapeism, Mr. Ayrton 
himself paying a special visit to the University, and finaliy 
gravely deciding upon kamptulicon. These and such-like 
things seem to have occupied a large share of our edile’s 
time. And yet, whilst Mr. Ayrton is so niggard on the one 
hand, he is the victim of a wasteful system of administra- 
tion in some respects on the other. The new building of the 
University, for example, has been fitted with electric bells 
on Wheatstone’s plan; and one would have imagined that, 
when the floors were once taken up for this purpose, the pipes 
for gas might at the same time have been laid; but this is 
not according to red-tape, and so all the floors have had to 
be disturbed again, and probably this procedure will have 
to be repeated. In the meantime, the public departments 
are making the freest use of the building for various ex- 
aminations; and abouta week since, so fully was the build- 
ing occupied that one of the main corridors was turned 
into a buffet for the use of the candidates. We understand 
that there is a strong feeling in the Senate on the subject 
of the furnishing of the building, and that a committee 
has been formed to draw up a report as the basis of strong 
representations to the Government. If Mr. Ayrton objects 
to unnecessary embellishments, at least let him provide that 
which is absolutely necessary to enable the University to 
carry on its business properly, and with the requisite 
amount of dignity. The present condition of the “ capitol 
of science in the capital of the world” is anything but 
creditable to us. 


SWIMMER’S DROWNING. 


Tue deplorable ice accident in Berkshire, by which Mr. 
John Walter has lost his own life whilst saving that of two 
relatives, has again drawn attention to the mysterious 
manner in which a swimmer will suddenly, and without 
apparently sufficient cause, sink like lead and be drowned. 
We discussed this question in Tax Lancer last year, and 
pointed out the insufficiency of the popular explan 
which holds that the swimmer is attacked with cramp in 
the leg. The extreme suddenness of the sinking would 
alone negative this idea, especially where expert swimmers 
are concerned. It is often said that experienced swimmers 
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are the most liable to these accidents ; but it is evident that 
their special liability is absolute, not relative, and depends 
upon the simple fact that itis only the good swimmer who 
is much exposed to the contingency. It is he who goes 
most frequently into the water, and he alone ventures into 
a depth sufficient to drown him if an accident occurs. It 
is not easy to suggest an adequate explanation of the cause 
of this sudden sinking. In the present instance it is sup- 
posed by the writer of the notice in The Times that the 
extreme cold of the water occasioned a sudden determina- 
tion of blood to the head, and it is very possible that this 
may have been the case. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that these catastrophes are infinitely more common in 
the bathing season, when the water is warm, or, at least, 
not sufficiently cold to support this explanation. And even 
in the case of Mr. Walter, it cannot be forgotten that, as 
the thermometer stood at about 25° Fahr. on the afternoon 
of the day on which the accident occurred, the water, which 
was necessarily not below 32°, was relatively warmer than 
the air in which the skating had been going on. A differ- 
ence of seven degrees is sufficient to give a slight sensation 
of warmth. The mode of death in these cases must be 
either by syncope or asphyxia. It may be that cramp of 
the respiratory muscles occurs, and, by forcing out the air 
contained in the lungs, renders the body specifically heavier 
than water. It iaay be that the fatigue caused by the 
violent exertica of swimming produces syncope. Or, lastly, 
the continued exposure to water of a low temperature, by 
chilling the surface previously heated by the exertion of 
skating, may cause a congestion of bloodvessels about the 
brain and spinal cord, producing paralysis of the nerves 
concerned in the respiratory acts, and consequent asphyxia. 
The subject is one which would well repay investigation, 
although it is difficult to believe that any means could be 
found to guard against the terrible contingency to which 
every swimmer is apparently exposed. 


WAR, WEATHER, AND DIET. 


Tue unwonted severity of the weather must tax the or- 
ganisation of the transport and the endurance of the armies 
in the field to the utmost. An ample supply of food and of 
warm clothing will be essential for the maintenance of the 
health of the soldiers, whether of the German or the French 
armies. There is an old Chinese proverb that only beggars 
and fools feel the cold, which means that with plenty to 
eat, and to be clad withal, it is easy to protect the body 
against its effects. It is clear that the Germans find some 
difficulty in keeping up their supplies; and they have 
already drawn so much upon the districts conquered by 
them that it is barely possible to obtain further supplies of 
food in this direction. The French have hitherto shown 
little of that dash and adventure which characterised the 
cavalry of the Southern States in the late American war; 
otherwise the safety of some of the numerous German forces 
might have been seriously compromised by the interruption 
of their lines of communication. Making every allowance 
for differences in point of morale, the power of the soldier 
depends upon the amount of actual and potential energy he 
can put forth, and the source of this is the food he con- 
sumes. The compressed mixture of peasmeal and salt pork, 
supplied to the German troops under the name of Erbswurst, 
is,on chemico-physiological as well as on economical grounds, 
an excellent means of supplementing the ordinary ration. 
Peas and beans, when added to rice, form the staple food of 
large populations in India. The leguminose material is 
rich in vegetable casein, and the pork in hydro-carbons. 
Four or five ounces of the Erbswurst are added to a quan- 
tity of cold water and boiled for about five minutes, by 





which a basin of food much resembling porridge in ap- 
pearance and character is readily made. 

On comparing the probable effect of the late weather on 
the German and French respectively, we think it tells, on 
the whole, most against the latter. For if we grant that 
they have the advantage over their adversaries in the field 
in respect of supplies, from occupying their own and there- 
fore a friendly territory, it must be remembered, on the 
other hand, that the French population shut inside Paris 
are very deficient in fuel, and are daily becoming more so in 
food. Besides diminishing their powers of resistance to 
disease, cold cannot be borne by persons on spare diet. 
There must be terrible suffering among the Paris poor and 
the unhappy women and children ; and the increased mor- 
tality shows that numbers of them are beginning to suc- 
cumb to the effects of winter diseases, which at the best of 
times tell with so much force upon the delicate and ill- 
nourished frames of our own population. 


SMALL-POX IN LONDON. 


Tue Registrar-General states that it is very long since so 
high a mortality from small-pox as that which occurred 
last week has been recorded in London. There were no 
fewer than 82 fatal cases, of which 20 were registered in the 
northern districts, containing the two small-pox hospitals 
at Hampstead and Islington, and 38 in the East districts. 
The progress of the epidemic is shown by the fact that 
during the first five weeks of the current quarter, the 
weekly average of fatal cases was 20, while in the succeed- 
ing six weeks the average rose to 49 per week. The 
oceurrence of 5 deaths in one sub-district of Westminster 
will, it is to be hoped, stimulate the local authorities to 
exert themselves to the utmost in repressing the outbreak 
in that quarter. Of the Eastern districts we have the same 
unsatisfactory statement to make as before—namely, that 
they continue to yield more than half the fatal cases 
occurring within the entire metropolis. We hope that the 
remark of an East-end registrar, quoted in reference to the 
death of an unvaccinated child in his district—that “the 
father now regrets the neglect ’—may be taken as an in- 
dication, however faint, that reason is at length beginning 
to assert her sway, to the confusion of the propagators of 
the mischievous delusion which has brought so heavy a 
punishment on the East-end inhabitants. Poplar has 
enjoyed well-deserved immunity from small-pox, by reason, 
as Dr. Seaton has observed, of a careful administration of 
the Vaccination Act; but last week there were 2 fatal cases 
registered in that district, the probability being that they 
were imported from the neighbouring localities of infection. 


THE PRESIDENCY OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


Wnuitx expressing regret at the cause of Mr. Bright’s 
retirement from the Presidency of the Board of Trade, we 
cannot but record an opinion indicative of the importance 
of choosing as his successor a man of liberal tendencies in 
relation to sanitary matters, and more particularly those 
that affect the health of ships’ crews. The marine, it is 
true, is one only of four departments of the Board of Trade, 
but the activity of the permanent sécretaries, Mr. Farrer 
and Mr. Thomas Grey, has done so much to improve the 
sanitary condition of our merchant ships, that this branch 
of work should not be permitted to stand still because a 
political chief is unacquainted with the subject or indif- 
ferent to its importance. The Duke of Richmond did good 
service to seamen in introducing the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1867, though some clauses of the Act, and notably that 
relating to inspection of seamen, have wellnigh become a 
dead letter. Mr. Shaw Lefevre, the present Parliamentary 
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secretary, has shown great industry and energy during the 
illness of Mr. Bright, particularly in the marine depart- 
ment. We earnestly hope that the presidency will be given 
to a man who will continue the work of sanitary reform in 
our ships, especially with reference to scales of diet, and 
the inspection of seamen before signing articles, so that 
captains may start with sound and healthy men, and have 
some opportunity of keeping them in as good a state of 
repair as their sails, spars, and running gear. 


MEDICAL RELIEF TO THE POOR 
EDINBURGH. 

Tue acting committee of the Edinburgh Association for 
Improving the Condision of the Poor, report that they are 
distressed by the statements made to them as to the diff- 
culty experienced by the poor when ill in obtaining proper 
medical advice. They state their conviction that nothing 
would tend to keep down the poor-rate more than speedy 
restoration to health from sickness, and the prevention of 
premature death. 

The acting committee have learned with satisfaction that 
the whole subject of medical relief to the poor is now being 
investigated by the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, and they trust that some improved system will be 
the result of their deliberations. 

We commend this statement to the consideration of the 
Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons in London. What 
is there in the nature of their charters to prevent them 
taking up such an investigation for England? It would be 
by suck action that they would make their usefulness really 
felt. The unpopularity of the Colleges, and the jealousy 
which is felt as regards any exercise of power by them, are 
due to the prevailing feeling that they are more ornamental 
than useful, and to the fact that when the fees have been 
paid all interest ceases between the corporation and its 
members, 


SPORT AND CHARITY. 


His Rorat Hicuness tHe Privce or Waxes has set a 
noble example in associating sport and charity. He has 
forwarded presents of game to the hospitals of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s, University College, Westminster, St. Thomar’s, and 
Charing-cross. It is difficult to estimate the value of these 
gifts as they deserve. They will come to the suffering 
patients with a strange relish, not as a mere grateful 
variation of the ordinary dietary, but as an experience 
altogether new to many of the recipients. Great will be 
the rejoicing when the savoury dishes are brought into the 
wards. Many a fickle appetite will be stimulated and 
many an exhausted body will be refreshed. To follow the 
Royal example will afford to other sportsmen a new pleasure 
and a new zest of sport. 


FEVER HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION FOR 
GLASGOW. 


Ovr readers are aware that, owing to the prevalence of 
relapsing and other fevers in Glasgow, the hospital accom- 
modation is very inadequate. The estate of Belvidere has 
been acquired on which to erect a new hospital. A more 
suitable situation could scarcely have been selected, as, 
although within the municipality, Belvidere is really in the 
country, and well e:evated above the level of the river. 
The accommodation for the present will take the form of 
eight temporary pavilions for about 400 patients ; of these, 
four pavilions are already finished, and partly occupied. 
The style of the permanent hospital has not been resolved 
upon. For our part, we should be glad to hear of a good 
trial being given to the arrangement of essentially temporary 
buildings before any permanent structure is erected. 





THE CHASSEPOT AND NEEDLE-GUN, AND 
THEIR RESPECTIVE BULLETS. 


Ar a late meeting of the Medical Society of London, Dr. 
Thudichum narrated some of his recent experience at the 
seat of war. Before proceeding to describe the various 
kinds of injuries sustained by the wounded, he showed to 
the Fellows the instruments with which these injuries had 
been inflicted —the Prussian needle-gun, invented by 
Dreyser, in 1835, and also the French chassepét gun, which 
was an improvement on the Prussian arm; the cartridges 
for use in these guns were also shown. The needle-gun 
weighed 10 lb, 6 oz., and carried a bullet, weighing 480 grains, 
that was an inch long, and required a charge of 70 grains 
of powder. At the highest elevation the range of this gan 
was 700 yards. The chassepét gun was lighter than the 
other, and two-thirds of its bore; it took a charge of 
85 grains of powder, and a bullet weighing 380 grains ; it 
was an effective weapon at 1500 yards. After much firing 
it begins to leak at the breach, and allows windage. Dr. 
Thudichum noticed the serious nature of the wounds in- 
flicted by the percussion shells, which explode instantly, and 
give people no time to lie down on the gronnd. He also 
spoke of the nature of the wound, varying according to the 
velocity of the bullet. The further reading of the paper 
was postponed until Monday next, January 2nd, 1871. 


SANITARY REFORMS IN KENSINGTON. 


Tuer Kensington Vestry is becoming alive to the necessity 
of paying greater attention to the sanitary condition of the 
poor. They have resolved to follow the example of Liver- 
pool by putting in force those clauses of the Sanitary Act of 
1866 which relate to overcrowding in sublet houses, and the 
disinfection of premises in which contagious diseases have 
occurred. The Vestry, not being satisfied with the services 
of the medical officer of health, have given him notice, and 
are about to elect a successor. There are already several 
candidates in the field, among whom we may mention Dr. 
T. Orme Dndfield and Dr. Holt Dunn. 


“THE EPSOMIAN.” 


WE congratulate the boys and the authorities of Epsom 
College on the appearance of several signs of increased 
vitality in their school, particularly the establishment of 
late of a Reading-room, a Debating and a Natural History 
Society, and last, but by no means least, of a journal 
bearing the title of the Fpsomian, and containing in the 
two monthly numbers :lready issued some very good 
writing. The journal is evidently intended to be a con- 
necting link between old and new Epsomians, encouraging 
their esprit de corps, as well as to afford a medium for the 
fair discussion of college matters of all kinds, and we wish 
it every success. 


Mr. Hirrow, F.R.S., is proposed as the new President of 
the Pathological] Society. 


Tue subscriptions to the Partridge testimonial, now to 
ba presented (together with a book containing a list of the 
subscribers), amount to upwards of £570. 


“ Hosrrrat Sunpay” was held in Manchester on the 
18th instant, aud the amount realised by the collections 
for the local medival charities was £1743. 


Smauu-Pox causei 38 deaths last week in Liverpool ; and 
as the population of the town is about one-sixth of the 
population of London, where there were 82 deaths, it follows 
that the fatality of the disease was nearly three times as 
great in Liverpool as in London. 
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AccorpINne to a correspondent of the Daily News, the 
deaths in Paris during the week ending December 17th 
amounted to 2728—a mortality not inaptly characterised as 
appalling when we remember that in London, with a 
million more inhabitants than Paris, 2000 deaths in a week 
would be regarded as indicative of excessive unhealthiness. 


Tue Odd Fellows lodge at Chorley, with which the late 
Mr. Robert Taylor was for many years connected as medical 
officer, have placed on the records of the lodge their 
unanimous regret at losing so valued an adviser and friend, 
and their sympathy with the bereaved family. 


Mr. R. R. Harper, son of Mr. Harper, surgeon, of Hol- 
beach, was the successful competitor for ‘the gold meda] 
annually given by the Prince of Wales to the Lynn Grammar 
School, and he had the honour of receiving the prize from 
the hands of his Royal Highness. 


Tz medical officers of the North and South Dublin Unions 
have presented a testimonial to Dr. Maunsell, in apprecia- 
tion of his services in the cause of the Poor-law medical 
officers of Ireland. 





SMALL-POX AT THE LONDON HOSPITALS. 


Wirurtn the last few weeks about fifteen cases of small- 
pox have been under treatment at the London Hospital. 
The disease had declared itself in each instance after the 
admission of the patient ; in some cases the patients must 
have been admitted for other affections during the period 
of incubation ; in others, while suffering from the prelimi- 
nary fever; while it is supposed that others must have 
caught the infection from visitors to the wards, an opinion 
which is exceedingly probable, considering the prevalence 
of small-pox in Whitechapel and Shoreditch. Each case, 
as soon as it was detected, was removed to a ward which is 
situated in the hospital grounds, and completely isolated 
from the main building; and as beds from time to time 
became vacant, the bedding belonging to them was imme- 
diately burned. Only two deaths occurred, and these were 
in the case of patients whose health had been seriously 
impaired by previous illness. At present the hospital is 
quite free from this disease, and, to guard against a fresh 
outbreak, all visits from patients’ friends have been inter- 
dicted. The London Hospital possesses twenty-two beds, 
ae aa, isolated from the main building, and measures 
which will shortly double this number are now being taken, 
not with a view to admitting cases from outside, but in 
order to provide increased accommodation for any further 
cases of infectious disease that may arise in the hospital. 

The accounts from St. Bartholomew’s Hospital are much 
less favourable, and, indeed, indicate a condition which is 
full of peril, and which, under less pressing circumstances, 
would be obviously unjustifiable. The first person attacked 
here was one of the sisters; she was removed from her 
room adjoining the ward to a house which, with the excep- 
tion of one room which is used by the reverend the assistant 
hospitaller, was unoccupied, and is one of a row of narrow 
houses which, in front, form the entire side of a street, and 
open backwards into the hospital grounds; they accommo- 
date the warden of the college and his family, the house- 
surgeons and house-physicians, about thirty resident 
students, the college manciple, and a staff of waiters and 
female servants. In addition to the above-mentioned 
sister, five patients — three of whom came from the 
same wing as the sister, but from other wards— have 
been transferred to this house; and although there 
exists no internal means of communication between 
it and the adjoining ones, the danger of converting 
it into a small-pox hospital did not long remain without 
a sufficiently terrible demonstration. First the college 
butler was attacked; he was immediately removed, but 
died in the course of a few days. Next one of the waiters, 





who was also removed and has not as yet succumbed. We 
now learn that one of the resident students also, the day 
after his return home for the Christmas recess, was found 
to be suffering from small-pox. We are not pre to 
believe that three persons resident in the college building 
were thus attacked inde ndently of the focus of infection 
which has been created-in its midst; nor will it be easy to 
persuade us that a more active and intelligent administra- 
tion would not have devised some better means of disposin 

of the first-mentioned patients, although we are aware o' 
the crowded condition of the special Fever Hospital. We 
fear, indeed, that we are strictly accurate in stating that 
this impotent attempt at isolation was made, not only with- 
out the advice of the hospital staff, but that, up to a very 
recent date, these gentlemen had not been apprised either 
collectively or individually of the extent to which small- 
pox had spread within the hospital bounds. At St. Bar- 
tholomew’s also, the wards are closed to the friends of 
patients. 








Correspondence, 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


THE LANCET MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—At a meeting of the Committee of the Manchester 
Medico-Ethical Association, held on the 22nd inst., Tue 
Lancet Medical Bill was brought up (on report of Sub- 
committee, appointed Dec. 1st) for consideration. The 
following resolutions were passed, and we have been re- 
quested to forward to you a copy of them for insertion in 
your journal. 

“J. That the draft of a Billto amend the Medica] Act 
of 1858, published in Taz Lancer of Nov. 26th, embodies 
the views and wishes of this Committee on the subject, 
excepting as regards the composition of the Medical Council 
ani the prosecution of offenders against the Act. 

«2. That this Committee is of opinion that the Medical 
Council should be composed of representatives of the State 
and the general profession only. 

“3, That this Committee ie of opinion that the prosecu- 
tion of offenders against the Act should be obligatory on 
the Medical Council, on satisfactory proof being laid before 
it of the existence of such. Further, that the paragraph in 
Clause 29 preventing private individuals from prosecutin 
except with the consent of the Council should be expunged. 

«4, That this Committee suggests the insertion in 
Clause 29, after the words ‘or any branch of medicine or 
surgery,’ of the following, ‘or make any representation or 
assumption which a magistrate or jury shall consider as 
meant to imply that he is a qualified practitioner,’ he 
shall, &c. 

“5. That this Committee considers that the Editor of 
Tue Lancet is entitled to the cordial thanks of the pro- 
fession for the Bill which he has framed.” 

We would further remark that it was very generally felt 
by the Committee that the general features and more im- 
portant provisions of the Bill are such ag to deserve the 
hearty support of the fession, and that the passing of 
such a Bill, particularly with the emendations suggested, 
would tend in an eminent degree to elevate the status of 
the profession, scientifically and socially, and to settle for 
many years to come the question of “‘ Medical Reform.” 

We are, Sir, yours obediently, 
James Harvie, } Mews Gece 


Manchester, Dec. 27th, 1870. C. H. Brappon, }§ 





NAVAL PROMOTIONS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lanczr. 
Srr,—And so, Mr. Editor, Venus counts another triumph 
over Mars. 
« Venus Damnosa”—not she of modest mien, but she who 
gives cause for Contagious Disease Acts that shock the 
sense of decency of some of our fellow-citizens —has 
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triumphed, and has shown that hers is the road of honour 
and fortune for naval medical officers. 

The Army and Navy Gazette gives the names of two 
staff surgeons employed in Venus’s cause, promoted to the 
envied and rare ition of deputy inspectors-general. 
These fortunate officers, whose swords are wreathed with 
more of myrtle than of laurel, are promoted, while others 
who have gained honours in the fields of Mars, and since 
then have adorned their profession in the wards of our 


hospitals, are unnoticed. “ Ridet hoc, inquam, Venus ipsa.” 

The question arises, and ought to be answered, Why this 

preference? For may 
~ 


it not be feared that 


———— Crvento Marte carebimus, 
Fractisque rauci fluctibus Adria,” 


when it is published in this marked manner that the road 
to promotion ao longer lies in directions to a naval 
medical service? And further, it will inquired, Are 
years of service as staff surgeon in our hospitals to become 
the bar to promotion, and to be the “ be all and the end all” 
of aservice career? If so, we may exclaim, in the words of 
another of the poets of ancient Rome— 


“ Publica lex hominum natura continet hoc fas, 

Ut teneat vetitos inscitia debilis actus ; 

————- vetat hoc natura medendi.”” 
None should feel surprised, now, to see the honorary sur- 
geoncies to Her Majesty follow this same track; but then 
the “injuria sprete Junonis” will avenge itself, and set 
things right. ‘Those who have not forgotten their school- 
books will understand. In the name of decency I request 
you, Mr. Editor, to insert this. 

Your constant reader, 


London, December 20th. Cavusticus. 





EDINBURGH. 


(PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Tnx late Dr. J. R. Sibbald, of Edinburgh, left a fortune 
of, I believe, about £35,000. After his death there were 
found in his repositories twenty-one writings, more or less 
of a testamentary character. These being calculated to 
lead tw misunderstanding, the assistance of the law was 
necessary, and proceedings were taken some time ago. 
The present action was brought by Sir John Majoribanks, 
and the other trustees under Dr. Sibbald’s last will, dated 
June 15th, 1868, and was directed against the beneficiaries 
under the various deeds. It is to ascertain whether the 
last deed or all the wills are to stand. The deed is. holo- 
graph, and states that he wishes the residue of his estate 
not disposed of to be applied for the benefit of persons 
labouring under incurable disease. The trustees hold that 
the last deed implies a revocation of previous deeds, and 
that the beneficiaries were only the persons mentioned in 
it. The beneficiaries, on the other hand, contend that 
the twenty-one deeds should be taken as a whole, and all 
receive effect. On behalf of the Royal it was 
pleaded that charitable bequests could only be set aside by 
express revocation. The case was first tried before Lord 
Ordinary Mure, who held that most of the writings were of 
a testamentary nature, and decided against the trustees. 
They accordingly reclaimed, and the case was argued 
before the judges of the Second Division, who inted a 
rehearing along with the judges of the First Division. The 
case was before the whole court on Saturday, the 17th inst., 
when, with one exception, the judges decided in favour of 
the trustees, altering the interlocutor of the Lord Ordinary 
Mure, and holding that the previous deeds had been re- 
voked. The effect of this decision, unless altered by appeal 
to the House of Lords, will be that the estate wilil be dis- 
tributed according to the last will, and a testamentary 
writing naming certain gifts to friends and for educa- 
tional purposes. It is supposed, after disposal of these, that 
there will be about £20,000 to devote to the charity for 
ineurables. The distribution of it is, however, taken out 
of the hands of the managers of the Infirmary, and it is 
left for the trustees to arrange for carrying out the inten- 
tions of the late Dr, Sibbald as they see best. I alluded to 
this subject in a former letter at the time of Dr. Sibbald’s 


Edinburgh, Dec, 28th, 1870, 





Medical Het. 


Tue “ Pall Mall Gazette ” states that Mr. C silders 
is —_ indisposed. He was taken ill somewhat si: ‘ienly 
on Thursday last. 

Dr. J. Wantne Curran has been presenteu with 
a testimonial in the shape of a massive gold chain, a ring, 
and a valuable surgical instrument, by the inhabitants of 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts, on the occasion of his leaving 
that place to take up the appointment of medical officer 
for the district of Mansfield Woodhouse. 

Dr. Lavincstons.—Natal papers say that Mr. 
Arthur Walker, jun., who arrived in that colony early in 
October, states that as he left Leydenburg, in the Transvaal, 
he learnt from Mr. George P. Moodie, who had just 
returned from Delagoa Bay, that Dr. Livingstone was re- 
— to be at Mozambique, waiting fora homeward-bound 
vessel, 


Iste or Wicut Royat Isrinmary.—At a special 
meeting of the Governors of the above institution, held on 
Wednesday, the 21st inst., Dr. Leeson, of Bonchurch, was 
elected consulting physician in the of Dr. McLachlan, 
deceased. The number of medi officers was in 
from four to five; the three senior to have the care of in- 
patients, the two juniors of the out-patients. The alteration 
was made to meet the increasing number of out-patients. It 
was also resolved to take steps to erect fever wards separate 
from the existing building, but no plan was decided on. 
The Governors resolved that no contagious cases should 
be for the future received into the infirmary. 


Ar the Westminster Police-court, on Thursday, 
William Henry Simpson, clerk to the secretary of West- 
minster Hospital, was charged with embezzling the sum of 
£249 7s. Gd. Mr. Wilson, the secretary of the hospital, 
proved that it was the duty of the prisoner to pay moneys 
to Messrs. Hoare, of Fleet-street, the bankers of the 
hospital, and that he had not paid in four sums, amounting 
to £249 7s. 6d., but had falsified the pass-book. When 
arrested he gave up a bag containing £57 10s, 10d., which 
formed part of the proceeds of his defalcations. The 
prisoner was remanded. 


Hotes, Short Comments, ad Anstoers to 
Correspondents. 


Woman’s Work. 

Wnex there is so much in the battle-field and the hospital to repel us, and 
to make us almost feel ashamed of belouging to the human race at all, 
we tarn with a sense of relief to the devotion and self-sacrifice so often 
displayed by Sisters of Charity. As it has been on other occasions, so it fs 
now. We have heard of numerous instances during the present war in 
which their labours and courage have been beyond praise. During the 
great sortie from Paris, one of the houses in which the wounded were de- 
posited on removal from the field was within range of the fire, and its 
appearance afterwards showed the peril to which its inmates were ex- 
posed. Several of the German Sisters, we are assured, pursued their kindly 
avocations in tending the wounded without any regard to the danger to 
which they were liable. It is not surprising that army doctors speak of 
such women with enthusiasm. They are gentle, obedient, and faithful, 
content with the work their hands find to do, leaving crotchets and cap- 
tious complainings to others. It has been graphically said that the duties 
in tending the sick are disgusting, the object divine. 

Union Medical Oficer.—Uniess it can be shown that the delivery of twins 
‘was unusually difficult, or that scientific interference was required, no 
extra charge can be recovere4 from the guardians. If infl tion of 
the breast came on immediately after confinement, and involved a long 
and close attend , the guardians would probably be compelled to pay 
the fee. It is impossible to say how often instruments are used in pauper 
;ractice, as no statistics are kept of such matters. 

Mr. M. Monckton is thanked for his suggestion for the amendment of 
clause 29. Our wish is to make it as strong as Parliament will allow it 
to be. 

Messre. Callender and Amos,—The samples have been forwarded to our 
analyst, and shall be reported upon. 

A Naval Medical Officer has omitted to enclose his card. 

Mr. Cumming, (Exeter.)—Thanks. 

Z.S.A, should communicate with the Secretary of the College of Surgeons. 
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De. Narnan Surrn’s Spurr. 

A MILITARY correspondent, writing to The Times from Orleans on the 17th 
instant, alluded to the above splint as one which he had personally seen 
used in many cases, and of which the American surgeons seemed to be 
very proud. It was introduced to the profession many years ago, and is, 
doubtless, well known to our readers. The splint is unquestionably in- 
genious in principle, and combines many advantages. It is mainly, bat 
not exclusively, employed for fractures of the femur; for we heard of a 
case of compound fracture of the bones of the leg in which its application 
proved very advantageous and comfortable. A description of the splint is 
not eas‘ly given without the aid of an engraving; but reference to some 
recent surgical manuals, such as “ Druitt’s Vade-Mecum,” will afford the 
requisite information to those interested in surgical appliances. 


Mr. Henry W. Jcnes.—If our correspondent will give us further informa- 
tion as to the nature of the remedy he alludes to, and supply us with a 
quantity of it, we should be glad to take steps to have it tried. 

Dr. Wiiks’s paper on “ Fever” will appear in our forthcoming number. 

A. B. P.—We do not think under the circumstances that the seniority was 
so clearly established as to debar either of the three assistants from be- 
coming a candidate. Consequently A. would have no just cause of com- 
plaint. 

Blair.—Sketches of Hahnemann and his Life, by Helen Berkely. 


Tar Mriix-ewp Heatra Orrtcer any Tae Lancer. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Srra,—You are certainly in error, and have done me an injustice, in saying 
that I have attempted to throw blame off my own shoulders on to yours in 
the matter of the incorrect number of small-pox cases in Mile-end Work- 
house. I never thought of, mach less attempted, in any way to practise 
such a “shabby proceeding.” To have acted in such a way would have 
been both ungratefal and unjustitiable. No one can be more sensible than 
Lam to the advantages of the great support we receive from Tax Lancer. 
The letter to which you refer in your last issue, and in which are contained 
the words you object to, was written by me simply to acknowledge the 
receipt of a resolution of the Board of Guardians, expressing their sutisfac- 
tion with my explanation, which was in effeet the same as that published 
in your journal of Dec. 3rd. The words “erroneous report in Tax Lancer” 
were merely written to distinguish the special circumstance for the letter 
being written, and certainly not to create an impression that Tas Lancer 
had committed an error, and I am sare the words were not so construed, I 
had thought the explanation of Dec. 3rd very clearly and explicitly exone- 
rated Tax Lancet from any possible blame or share in the error in question. 
This was certainly my inteution. It is clear that you simply reprinted an 
incorrect extract sent to you as presumably correct. In the same letter I 
also exonerated the reporter of the local paper from blame. Unfortunately 
I did not read that of the report in the local paper containing the 
figures in question, otherwise they would have been at once corrected. My 
thoughts were centered upon the only object I had, in desiring your atten- 
tion to the report—I mean the resolutior of the vestry (which I now enclose) 
to enforce the provisions of the 26th section of the Sanitary Act of 1866, 
This resolution sanctions the two important principles of the benefit of a 
local place for the reception of cases of epidemic disease, and, in cases of 

t necessity, removal thereto by magisterial order. deemed this de- 
of the vestry in the interests of the public health should be made 
known to and public through the best medium. How or why 
any ean be taken to your publishing such reports | cannot conceive. 
Already the report was circulated by the local press, and it is in the nature 
and for the good of things that a matter of great value in relation to the 
public health and the action of authorities should find its way into the 
cvlumos of Tax Lancet. 

I have given similar explanations to individual members of our local 
Boards. I cannot, therefore, tand how anyone can assume that I am 
afraid of any responsibility which I have incurred. I can only assure them 
that they are now and always will be mistaken in that directicn. 

With regard to Mr, Southwell’s letter in Tae Lawcer of Dec. 17th, I 
should not have replied to it had not other circumstances rendered writing 
to you a matter of necessity. He therein charges me with writing sensa- 
tionally, and states that he has more than once been called upon to allay ex- 
citement thus created by me. Now, Sir, as to the sensational writing, my 
reports are a simple record of facts, and were never yet disproved. We know 
how easily some people, either from convenience or nervousness, can and do 
create seu: out of the plainest matters of fact. I cannot obtain any 
evidence of the existence at any time of any such excitement created, as 
alleged, by me upon more than ove occasion, and which Mr. Southwell states 
he was called upon to allay. It must have been very tame excitement to 
have been unknown and imperceptible, or possibly Mr. Southwell in his own 

represented the collective excitement, could thus allay or create 
i at pleasure ; and, further, I desire to repeat that my statement of the con- 
versation with Mr. Southwell ot ea the proposed correction of the 
report by him, as given by me in Tax Lancer of Dec. 3rd, is strictly cor- 
rect. 1 was always anxious to enlist the aid of the officers of the Board of 
Guardians in my earnest end to p the public health, and must 
knowledge having ived from them the most valuable assistance. 

In this correspondence I most regret the trouble, and I am sorry to ob- 
serve some annoyance too, which have been caused to Tue Lancer. 

lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Bancroft-road, Mile-end, Dee. 28th, 1870. 


Mr. J. Freeman Smith.—As we understood Dr. Munro's explanation, it was 
to the effect that, irrespective of the question of charge, the Club wished 
to make a change. If the change were made merely on the ground of 
pocuniary terms, the case would be different ; but even then it would not 
be satisfactory to do that which he cond in a medical brother. 

Dr. Fussell’s request shall be attended to. 

Owtne to the large amount of space oceupied by the Index this week, and 
the length to which our annual summary has necessarily extended, we are 
compelled to hold over numerous important papers, and to defer notice of 
several communicatious, 








M. Conner. 








Medical Diary of the Werk. 


Monday, Jan. 2. 


Sr. Marx’s Hosprrat.-~Operations, 2 P.x. 

Rova. Lowpony OpurHatatc Hosrrtat, Moorrretps.—Operations, 10% a.m. 

Merrorourtan Fees Hosprrar.—Operations, 2 p.x. 

Mapreat Socirry or Lonpox.—8 p.w. Mr. Gay (President), “On Glanders 
in the Human Subject.” Illustrations of the Disease in the Horse, b 
Mr. Roalfe Cox. — Dr. Thudichum : “ Clinical Experiences of the War” 
(adjourned from Dec. 19th). 


Tuesday, Jan. 3. 


Rovat Lowpow Ormrnatuic Hosprrat, MoogviELps.—Operations, 10} a.m. 

Guy's Hosprtat. 8, 1} Pm. 

Wasturnstea Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 v.x. 

Natiowat Ontuorapre Hospritat.—Operations, 2 p.m, 

Royat Fars Hosrrrau.—Operations, 2 P.x. 

Roya Lysritvtion.—3 P.u«. Prof. Odling, “On Burning and Unburning.” 
(Javenile Lectures.) 

PatTuoLoeicaL Socrerry or Lowpox. — 8 p.w. General Meeting for the 
Election of Officers. — The following Specimens will be exhibited :— 
Dr. Heywood Smith: Diseased Kiduey. Dr. Hiltow Fagge: Dilatation 
of Stomach. Mr. Hulke : Rodent Ujcer of Face ; Sarcoma of Lower Jaw 
Fibroma of Fascia Tr lis Abdominis. Dr. Murchison : 
Calculus concurring with the Passage of Gall-stones 
Gall-stone passed by a Biliary Fistula; Mediastinal Tamour (Lympha- 
denoma). Dr. Greenhow : Sputa from Cases of Bronchitis in Operatives. 
Dr. Crisp: Ulcer of Stomach; Cancer of T: , &e. Mr. Jas. Adams : 
Fracture of Head of Radius. Mr. Croft : teal Aneurism, 


Wednesday, Jan. 4. 


Rorat Lorpow Opatmatarc Hosprtat., MoonriRips.—Operations, 10} a.m. 

Mipp.gsex Hosprtat.—Operations, ) P.u. 

St. Baxtno.tomew’s Hosr:tat.—Operations, 1} P.x. 

Sr. Tuomas’s Hosprtat.—Operations, 14 P.x. 

St. Maxy’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 1} p.a. 

Kive's Cottxes Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 p.s. 

Gurat Noatagan Hosrrrat.—Operation’ 2 p.m. 

Usrversitry Cortees Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 rp... 

Lonpow Hosprtat.—Operations, 2 px. 

Cawcrr Hosprtat.—Operations, 3 p.x. 

OxnsrereicaL Socrety or Lonpon.—8 p.. Dr. C. Kidd, “ On Chloral Hydrate 
and Chloroform in Obstetric Practice.” — Dr. W. 8, Playfair, “On Irri- 
table Bladder in the latter months of Pregnancy.””—9 r.u. Annual Meet- 
ing : Ballot for Officers, and President's Address. 


Thursday, Jan. 5. 


Rovat Lowpoy Orutaatamro Hosprrat, Moorriatns.—Operationa, 10} a.m. 

Sr.Grorer’s Hosrrtat.—Ophthalmic Operations, 12; other Operations, 1 P.x. 

Usivexsiry Cotizes Hosrirat, i 2 Pom. 

Wrst Lonvow Hosrrrav.—Operations, 2 P.x. 

Roya. OatHorapic Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 p.x. 

Crwrrat Lonpow Orurnatauic Hosprrar. jons, 2 p.m. 

Rorat Lystrrvtion.—3 p.u. Prof. Odling, “On Burning and Unburning.” 
(Javenile Lectures.) 

Saspeas Socizty oy Lonpox. — 8 p., Annual Meeting: Election of 


cers, 
Friday, Jan. 6. 


Rorat Lownow Ornrmaturc Hosrrrat, Moorrreips.—Operations, 10} a.m. 
Wasrurnstse Orntraaturc Hosprrar.—Operations, 1} P.x. " 


Hosrrrax.—Operatioas, 2 
Saturday, Jan. 7. 
Sr. Taomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 9} a.m. 
Hosprrat ror Women, oe fons, 9} a... 
Royat Lonwpon Orntruatmic Hosprtat, Mooxrtxe.ps.--Uperations, 10} a.m. 
Roya Fass Hosrrrar.—Operations, 2 p.x. 


St. Bartnotomew’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 1} P.x. 
Kine’s Cotizex Hosrrtat.—Operations, 14 p.m. 


Cuartve-cross Hospitat. , 2 P.M. 
. Odling, “On Burning and Unburning.” 





8 Biliary Fistula; 


Rovat Lystirrvtion.—3 P.M. 
(Juvenile Lectures.) 
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